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Former FBI DirectorJamesComey, with his attorney, David Kelley, left arrive to testify undersubpoena behind closed doois before the House Judiciary and Oversight 
Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington, Friday, Dec. 7, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By MARY C LARE j ALONIC K 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

House Republicans inter¬ 
viewed James Comey 


behind closed doors Fri¬ 
day, hauling the former 
FBI director to Capitol Hill 
one final time before they 
cede powerto Democrats 


inj anuary. GOP lawmakers 
who stepped outside while 
the questioning was under¬ 
way indicated they weren't 
satisfied and will bring him 


back laterthis month. 
Comey wasn't pleased 
either, telling reporters, 
'We're talking about Hillary 
Clinton's emails, for heav¬ 


en's sake, so I'm notsure we 
needed to do this at a II." 

Continued on Rage 3 
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Heather Nauert likely to be quizzed on herdiplomatic resume 



In this Aug. 9, 2017, file photo. Stole Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert speaksduring a 
briefing atthe Stole Department in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By DEBRIECHMANN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Dona Id Trump'spick to 
be America's top ambas¬ 
sador at the United Nations 
is likely to face questions 
about her thin diplomatic 
resume during an upcom¬ 
ing Senate confirmation 
hearing that will shine fresh 
attention on the president's 
"America first" approach to 
foreign policy. 

If confirmed by the Senate, 
Heather Nauert, a 48-year- 
old former Fox News Chan¬ 
nel reporter, will replace 
Nikki Haley. Nauert had 
little foreign policy experi¬ 
ence before taking the po¬ 
dium as spokeswoman for 
the State Department. 
Nauert's confirmation 
could hinge on her perfor¬ 
mance atthe hearing. Still, 
she standsa good chance 
of approval because after 
the new Congress begins 
in J anuary, Republicans will 
have a 53-47 vote majority 
over Democ rats in the Sen¬ 
ate. 

In announcing his decision 
on Friday, Trump said Nau¬ 
ert was "very talented, very 


smart, very quick." He said 
he thought she would be 
"respected by all." 

Others, including former 
U.S. ambassador to Russia, 
Michael McFaul, criticized 
the choice. Nauert's job as 
spokeswoman at State is 
'to read talking points and 
explain policy," McFaul 


tweeted. The job of U.N. 
ambassador is very differ¬ 
ent, he said, and usually re- 
quiresforeign policy ordip- 
lomatic expertise or both. 
Trump backer Sen. Undsey 
Graham, R-S.C., issued a 
statement praising Nauert, 
but his Republican col¬ 
leagues who sit on the Sen¬ 
ate Foreign RelationsCom- 
mittee were silent. 

"I've known Heather for 
many years. She is a fine 
and capable person," 
Graham said, adding that 
she had the confidence 
of Trump and Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo. 

"I'm sure she will perform 
well at her hearing and 
look forward to supporting 
hernomination." 

If she gets the job, Nauert 
would take the post with 
less clout than Haley, a for¬ 
mer South Carolina gover- 
norwho announced in Oc¬ 
tober that she would step 
down at the end of this 
year. 

Trump is downgrading the 
ambassador's position to 
a sub-Cabinet-level post. 
That means Nauert could 
be overshadowed by Pom¬ 
peo orTrump's national se¬ 
curity adviser, J ohn Bolton, 
who had the U.N. job in 
2005 and 2006. She also 
would be going up against 
foreign counterparts like 
the U.N. representatives 
from Russia and China, who 
each have decadesof ex¬ 


perience in diplomacy. 
Nauert thanked Trump 
and said she was humbled 
at being chosen. "If con¬ 
firmed, I look forward to 
continuing the outstanding 
job Ambassador Haley has 
done representing yourad- 
ministration and the Ameri¬ 
can people." 

Trump's announcement 
comes just a dayafterthe 
U.S. lost a high-profile vote 
in the U.N. General Assem¬ 
bly for a resolution con¬ 
demning the Palestinian 
militant group Hamas. Hal¬ 
ey had lobbied hard to get 
the resolution passed, but 
couldn't gamer the two- 
thirds majority needed. 
Haley herself arrived atthe 
United Nations with little 
foreign policy experience 
beyond promoting interna¬ 
tional investments in South 
Carolina. However, she 
quickly learned key issues 
and how the U.N. operates. 
Because of her work at the 
State Department, Nauert 
would have the advan¬ 
tage of already knowing 
the Trump administration's 
position on all majorglobal 
issues. But without being 
a member of the Cabi¬ 
net, she wouldn't have the 
same independence that 
Haley has enjoyed. 

Pompeo tweeted that 
Nauert has traveled with 
him since he took the helm 
of the State Department. 
"I have great confidence 


in her. Heather plays a key 
role in advancing U.S. for¬ 
eign policy & I lookforward 
to her speedy confirma¬ 
tion." 

She also would arrive at 
a time when Trump and 
membersof his foreign poli¬ 
cy team have all displayed 
sometimes open contempt 
for the United Nations and 
its affiliated agencies 
In its first two years, the 
Trump administration has 
pulled out of the U.N. sci¬ 
entific, educational and 
cultural organization UNES¬ 
CO, the U.N. Human Rights 
Council and threatened 
to leave the International 
Postal Union. It has cut off 
contributions for the U.N. 
agency for Palestinian refu¬ 
gees and U.N. population 
fund. It has also sought to 
reduce funding for U.N. 
peacekeeping operations 
Pompeo, Nauert's current 
boss, recently delivered 
a speech attacking mul¬ 
tinational institutions and 
agreements that many be¬ 
lieve have served as pillars 
of stability in the post-World 
Warll era. 

In that speech in Brussels, 
Pompeo questioned the 
value and credibility of or¬ 
ganizations like the U.N., 
the European Union, the 
International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank, say¬ 
ing they a re in need of d ire 
change if they are to con¬ 
tinue to have U.S. support 
or membership. 

"Haley lost a degree of au¬ 
tonomy when John Bolton 
became the national se¬ 
curity adviser, because he 
had strong views a bout the 
U.N," said Stephen Pom- 
per of the Crisis Group, an 
organization that works to 
prevent wars. 

"Bringing Nauert aboard 
in a sub-Cabinet role will 
diminish the position yet 
further," said Pomper, who 
worked atthe National Se¬ 
curity Council underformer 
President Barack Obama. 
"For better or worse, the 
administration's U.N. policy 
is pretty established at this 
point, and there's no rea¬ 
son to expect that Nauert 
will deviate from the 'Amer¬ 
ica First' course that Haley, 
Bolton, and Pompeo have 

set.'O 
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Former FBI Director James Comey speaks to reporters after 
testifying under subpoena behind closed doois before the 
House Judiciary and Oversight Committee on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Friday, Dec. 7, 2018. 

Associated Press 


COMEY 

Continued from Front 

A transcript of the interview 
"will bore you," Comey said 
after the six-hour interview 
with two House commit¬ 
tees. 

President Donald Trump 
tweeted Friday that Com¬ 
ey was apparently told by 
Justice Department attor¬ 
neys not to answer some 
questions Trump called 
that 'total biasand corrup¬ 
tion at the highest levels of 
(the) previous Administra¬ 
tion," adding that lawmak¬ 
ers should force Comey 
to answer questions under 
oath. 

Republicans say Comey 
and other Justice Depart¬ 
ment officials were biased 
against Trump as they in¬ 
vestigated his campaign's 
ties with Russia in 2016 and 
cleared Clinton in a sepa¬ 
rate probe into her email 
use. 

Comey said he will be back 
at the Capitol for another 
closed-door interview the 
week of Dec. 17. 
Democrats also were un¬ 
happy, saying Judiciary 
Committee Republicans' 
questions were merely 
distractions from special 
counsel Robert Mueller's 
Russia probe. 

Comey appeared for the 
interview after unsuccess¬ 
fully fighting a subpoena 
in court. It was the first time 
he answered lawmakers' 
questions since an explo¬ 
sive June 2017 hearing in 
which he asserted that 
Trump fired him to interfere 
with his FBI investigation of 
alleged Russia ties to the 
Trump campaign. 

Two GOP-led committees 
are wrapping up a year¬ 
long investigation into de¬ 
cisions made at the J ustice 
Department during the 


2016 presidential election. 
Republicans argue that 
department officials were 
biased against Trump as 
they started the investiga¬ 
tion and cleared Clinton in 
a separate probe into her 
email use. Comey was in 
charge of both investiga¬ 
tions 

Democrats have said the 
investigations by the House 
Judiciary and Oversight 
and Government Reform 
committees are merely a 
way to distract from and 
undermine the special 
counsel's Russia probe. 
Mueller took over the de¬ 
partment's investigation 
when he was appointed in 
May 2017. 

Undera deal struck with the 
J udiciaryCommittee,Com¬ 
ey was to be free to speak 
about Friday's questioning 
afterward and a transcript 
wasto be released. Comey 
had argued that Republi¬ 
cans would selectively leak 
details and mischaracter- 
ize the proceedings.Walk¬ 
ing into the meeting, Com¬ 
ey said he might answer 
questions in public afterthe 
session. He gave a wry an¬ 
swer when asked if he was 
"best friends" with Mueller, 
as Trump has tweeted. 
"Note that I smiled,"Comey 
said. After the question¬ 
ing was underway, some 
Republicans signaled they 
were unhappy with Com- 
ey's level of cooperation. 
California Rep. Darrell Issa 
said Comey had two law¬ 
yers in the room, his person¬ 
al lawyerand a lawyerfrom 
the Justice Department. He 
said the department law¬ 
yer repeatedly instructed 
Comey not to answer "a 
great many questions that 
are clearly items at the 
core of our investigation." 
Issa suggested the com¬ 


mittee might bring Comey 
back because he wasn't 
answering questions. Two 
other Republicans, Reps 
Andy Biggs of Arizona and 
Mark Meadows of North 
Carolina, also suggested 
they might need a second 
session with Comey if they 
didn't finish their interview 
by a late afternoon dead¬ 
line. 

Democrats disagreed that 
Comey wasn't being coop¬ 
erative. 

"He answered the questions 
he had to answer," said 
Rep. Raja Krishna moorthi of 
Illinois. But he added that 
he was left with the impres¬ 
sion that "we got nowhere 
today." 

Florida Rep. Ted Deutsch 
said the Republican major¬ 
ity "wishes to only ask ques¬ 
tions still about Hillary Clin¬ 
ton's emails, all to distract 
from the big news today, 
which is what's happening 
in court." 

Muellerwasto reveal more 
details about his Russia in¬ 
vestigation in court on Fri¬ 
day as he faced deadlines 
in the cases of Trump's for¬ 
mer campaign chairman, 
Paul Manafort, and former 
personal lawyer Michael 
Cohen. 

Overthe past year, Repub¬ 
licans on the two commit¬ 
tees have called in a series 
of officials and suggested 
afterthe closed-doormeet- 
ings that there is evidence 
of bias. Ihe investigation's 
most public day was a 10- 
hour hearing in which for¬ 
mer FBI special agent Peter 
Strzokdefended anti-Trump 
texts he sent to a colleague 
as he helped lead both 
investigations Strzok de¬ 
fiantly fought with angry 
Republican lawmakers in 
a riveting hearing that fea¬ 
tured Strzok reading aloud 


from his sometimes-lewd 
texts, and Democrats and 
Republicans openly yelling 
at each other. 

New York Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler, the top Democrat 
on the J udic iary panel, said 
a she walked into the Com¬ 
ey interview that he will 
end the investigation when 
Democrats take the House 
majority in J anuary. 

'This is a waste of time to 
start with," Nadler said. 'The 
entire purpose of this inves¬ 
tigation is to cast aspersions 
on the real investigation ... 
there is no evidence what¬ 
soever of bias at the FBI or 
any of this other nonsense." 
Comey, who has testi¬ 
fied publicly on Capitol 
Hill about both the Clinton 
and Russia investigations, 
balked at the subpoena 
because he said commit¬ 
tees were prone to selec¬ 
tively reveal information for 
political purposes. 

"Don't do it in a dark comer 
and don't do it in a way 
where all you do is leak in¬ 
formation," said Comey's 
attorney, David Kelley. 
House Judiciary Com¬ 


mittee Chairman Robert 
Goodlatte, R-Va., decried 
Comey's use of "baseless 
litigation" and called it an 
"attempt to run out the 
clock on this Congress," a 
reference to the few weeks 
left before Democrats take 
control. Both Goodlatte 
and South Carolina Rep. 
Trey Gowdy, the chairman 
of the oversight panel, are 
also retiring at the end of 
the year. 

After the court fight was 
resolved, Goodlatte said a 
transcript will be released 
"as soon as possible after 
the interview, in the name 
of our combined desire for 
transparency." 

A report released thisj une 
from the Justice Depart¬ 
ment's internal watchdog 
said Comey was "insubor¬ 
dinate" in his handling of 
the Clinton email investi¬ 
gation in the final months 
of the 2016 campaign. But 
it also found there was no 
evidence that Comey's or 
the department's final con¬ 
clusions were motivated by 
political bias toward either 
candidate .□ 
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Trump prods McConnell on sentencing bill: 'Go for it Mitch! 1 



In this Oct 6,2018 file photo. Senate Majority leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., finishes speaking to 
leporteisatthe Capitol in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By USA MASCARO and 
KEVIN FREK1NG 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell's reluctance 
to hold a vote on a popu¬ 
lar criminal justice bill has 
angered top Republican 
senators and created an 
unusual rift with a long¬ 
time GOP ally, Sen. Chuck 
Grassley of Iowa. And on 
Friday, it also brought on a 
tweet from President Don¬ 
ald Trump. 

"Hopefully Mitch McCon¬ 
nell will ask for a VOTE on 
Criminal Justice Reform," 
Trump tweeted. "It is ex¬ 
tremely popular and has 
strong bipartisan support. It 
will also help a lot of peo¬ 
ple, save taxpayer dollars, 
and keep our communities 
safe. Go forit Mitch!" 
Minutes later Grassley 
tweeted that he and the 
president had spoken 
about 'the growing sup¬ 
port" forthe legislation. 

"Pres Trump told me he 
wants it done THIS CON- 
G RESS," G ra ssley tweeted. 
Grassley has spent years 
working to build a coalition 
around the bill and is push¬ 
ing for a year-end vote. 
Grassley says more than 
two-thirds of the Senate 
supports it. But McConnell 
is refusing to bring the legis¬ 
lation forward in a standoff 
that's dividing the Repub¬ 
lican majority and putting 
President Donald Trump on 
the spot. 

'We've done what needs 
to be done," Grassley said 
about the overwhelm¬ 
ing support for the bill. "So 


what's holding it up?" 

For the 85-year-old chair¬ 
man of the J udiciary Com¬ 
mittee, this is not the way 
the Senate is supposed to 
operate. Grassley was ex¬ 
pecting some deference 
from McConnell after de¬ 
livering on Trump's judicial 
nominees — including two 
now on the Supreme Court. 
Despite Trump's support for 
the measure, McConnell 
says it's divisive. His reluc¬ 
tance to take up Grassley's 
priority shows the limits of 
the Senate's old-fashioned 
customsin an era of height¬ 
ened partisan politics 
'What's so irritating about 
this is, first of all, he and I 
have been hand-in-glove 
working to get the judiciary 
vacancies filled," Grassley 


told Iowa reporters. 

"I think I ought to have 
some consideration for de¬ 
livering on tough Supreme 
Court nominees, and a lot 
of tough circuit court nomi¬ 
nees and maybe even 
once in a while you get a 
tough district court nomi¬ 
nee," Grassley went on. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R- 
S.C., intervened Friday, 
talking directly to Trump 
about attaching the crimi¬ 
nal justice legislation to the 
must-pass year-end spend¬ 
ing bill, which is already 
tangled in a separate fight 
over funds for the border 
wall with Mexico. 

"| ust talked with President," 
Graham tweeted. "He 
strongly believes criminal 
justice reform bill must pass 


now. He also indicated he 
supports putting criminal 
justice reform bill on year- 
end spending bill which 
must include MORE wall 
funding." 

Trump has called senators 
about the bill and spoke 
briefly about it Friday at an 
event on safe neighbor¬ 
hoods^ KansasCity. 

The bill is a project of 
Trump's son-in-law, White 
House adviser Jared Kush- 
ner, and would be the big¬ 
gest sentencing overhaul in 
decades It would reduce 
mandatory prison terms for 
certain drug crimes and 
give judges in some cases 
more discretion on pun¬ 
ishments It would allow 
about 2,600 federal prison- 
erssentenced forcrackco- 


SecretServ :e detail for Bush, code name , TimbelVfolf, , ends 



A joint militaiy honor guard carries the casket of former Presi¬ 
dent George H.W. Bush after it arrived by a presidential funeral 
train atlbxas A&M University in College Station for burial at the 
George Bush Presidential Ubtary on Thursday, Dec. 6, 2018. 


COLLEGE S1ATION, Texas 
(AP) — The U.S. Secret Ser¬ 
vice has ended its detail 
for George H.W. Bush after 
nearly 40 years of protect¬ 
ing the former president, 
who was known by the 
code name 'Timberwolf." 
The agency says its security 
detail officially ended at 
6 a.m. Friday "with no inci¬ 
dents to report" following 
Bush's burial Thursday at his 
presidential library at Texas 
A&M University. In its final 
notification , the Bush Pro¬ 
tective Division said: 'You 


will be missed by a II of us." 
Agents served as honorary 
pallbearers during some of 
this week's events honor¬ 
ing the 41st president. On 
Twitter, the agency shared 
photos of when Bush 
shaved his head to support 
an agent's 2-year-old son 
who had leukemia. 

Bush was buried next to 
his wife, Barbara, and their 
daughter Robin, who died 
of leukemia at age 3. Bush 
spokesman Jim McGrath 
tweeted photos from the 
private serviceO 


caine offenses before Au¬ 
gust 2010 the opportunity 
to petition for a reduced 
penalty. It also includes 
provisions to encourage 
education and workforce 
training in prisons. 

Roughly 90 percent of pris¬ 
on inmatesare held in state 
facilities and would not be 
affected by the legislation. 
While Kushner has been 
meeting with senators on 
Capitol Hill, Trump is also 
hearing from allies who 
are against the legislation. 
Chief among them is Sen. 
Tom Cotton, R-Ark., who is 
warning senators that Re¬ 
publicans will be blamed if 
criminals are released and 
c o mmit new c rimes. 

'Only thing worse than early 
release from prison of thou¬ 
sands of serious, violent, & 
repeat felons is to do that 
in a spending bill with no 
debate or amendments, 
forcing senators to either 
shut down government 
or let felons out of prison," 
Cotton tweeted Friday. The 
spending bill will need ap¬ 
proval by Dec. 21 to avoid 
a funding lapse days be¬ 
fore Christmas. 

Cotton and others, includ¬ 
ing Sen. John Comyn of 
Texas, No. 2 Senate Re¬ 
publican, insist there is not 
as much support forthe bill 
as Grassley claims. Cotton 
says senators may tell the 
cha irman they're in favorof 
it when actually they're not. 
The bill has support from 
several conservative and 
liberal advocacy groups, 
uniting such disparate part¬ 
ners as the influential Koch 
network and the American 
Civil Liberties Union, but 
it splits law enforcement 
groups. It is backed by the 
Fraternal Order of Police 
and the International As¬ 
sociation of Chiefs of Police 
but opposed by the Na¬ 
tional She riff's Association. 
Amid thisdivide, McConnell 
has been choosing cau¬ 
tion, saying there's just not 
enough time to push the 
bill forward in the remain¬ 
ing days of the Congress. 
'The question is, can you 
shoe-hom something that's 
extremely controversial into 
the remaining time?" he 
said Monday in an inter¬ 
view at a Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal forumO 
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Man who drove into 
crowd convicted of 
first-degree murder 


By DENISE LAVOIE 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. 
(AP) — A man who drove 
his car into a crowd of 
counterprotesters at a 
white nationalist rally in 
Virginia was convicted Fri¬ 
day of first-degree murder 
for killing a woman in an 
attack that inflamed long- 
simmering racial and po¬ 
litical tensions across the 
country. 

A state jury rejected ar¬ 
guments that J a mes Alex 
Fie Id s J r. acted in self-de¬ 
fense during a "Unite the 
Right" rally in Charlottes¬ 
ville on Aug. 12, 2017. J u- 
rorsalso convicted Fields 
of eight othercharges, in¬ 
cluding aggravated mali¬ 
cious wounding and hit 
and run. 

Fields, 21, drove to Virgin¬ 
ia from his home in Mau¬ 
mee, Ohio, to support 
the white nationalists. As 
a large group of coun¬ 
terprotesters marched 
through Charlottesville 
singing and laughing, he 
stopped his car, backed 
up, then sped into the 
crowd, according to testi¬ 
mony from witnesses and 
video surveillance shown 
to jurors. 

Prosecutors told the jury 
that Fie Ids was angry after 
witnessing violent clashes 
between the two sides 
earlier in the day. The vio¬ 
lence prompted police to 
shut down the rally before 
it even officially began. 
HeatherHeyer, a 32-year- 
old paralegal and civil 
rights activist, was killed, 
and nearly three dozen 
others were injured. The 
trial featured emotional 
testimony from survivors 
who described devastat¬ 
ing injuriesand longhorn- 
plicated recoveries 
The far-right rally had 
been organized in part 
to protest the planned re¬ 
moval of a statue of Con¬ 
federate Gen. Robert E. 
Lee. Hundreds of Ku Klux 
Klan members, neo-Nazis 
and other white national¬ 
ists—emboldened bythe 
election of President Don- 



This undated file photo pro¬ 
vided by the Albemarie- 
Chariottesville Regional Jail 
shows J ames Alex Helds J r. 

Associated Hess 

aid Trump — streamed 
into the college town for 
one of the largest gath¬ 
erings of white suprema¬ 
cists in a decade. Some 
dressed in battle gear. 
Afterward, Trump in¬ 
flamed tensions even fur¬ 
ther when he said "both 
sides" were to blame, a 
comment some saw as a 
refusal to condemn rac¬ 
ism. 

According to one of his 
former teachers, Fields 
was known in high school 
for being fascinated with 
Nazism and idolizing Adolf 
Hitler. Jurors were shown 
a text message he sent 
to his mother days before 
the rally that included an 
image of the notorious 
German dictator. When 
his mother pleaded with 
him to be careful, he re¬ 
plied: "we're not the one 
(sic) who need to be 
careful." 

During one of two re¬ 
corded phone calls Fields 
made to his mother from 
jail in the months after he 
was arrested, he told her 
he had been mobbed 
"by a violent group of ter¬ 
rorists" at the rally. In an¬ 
other, Fields referred to 
the mother of the woman 
who was killed as a "com¬ 
munist" and "one of those 
anti-white supremacists." 
He posted the meme pub¬ 
licly to his Instag ram page 
and sent a similar image 
asa private message to a 
friend in May 20170 
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This aerial photo taken from video provided by KABC-W shows traffic ata standstill on Interstate 5 
near Gorman, Calif., early Thursday, Dec. 6, 2018. 

Associated Press 


Storm brings record rainfall, 
snow to Southern California 


By AMANDA LEE MYERS 
Associated Press 
LOSANGELES(AP) — Crews 
were busy Friday assessing 
damage and cleaning up 
after a storm that brought 
record rainfall to Los Ange¬ 
les, snowfall to northern ele¬ 
vations, snarled traffic and 
forced evacuations as de¬ 
bris flows hit areas burned 
by wildfires 

Evacuation orders were 
either lifted or downgrad¬ 
ed Thursday night and Fri¬ 
day morning as the storm 
moved out of the area. 
That includes the area of 
Orange County's Trabuco 
Creek, which overflowed 
with debris that took down 
a guardrail and overcame 
a narrow bridge. Workers 
need to clear out the de¬ 
bris from the bridge and in¬ 
stall a new guardrail. 

Other crews were fo¬ 
cused on Malibu, where 
a mudslide shut down the 
Pacific Coast Highway 
and surrounding roads 
in and around neighbor¬ 
hoods charred by wildfire 
last month that destroyed 
more than 1,000 homes 
and killed three people. 
There were no reported in¬ 
juries associated with the 
mudslide or debris flows 
and no homes were seri¬ 
ously damaged, though 
multiple people had to be 
rescued in LosAngeles, Or¬ 
ange, Riverside and San 
Diego counties as water 
overcame roadways and 
at times submerged cars. 


More than 300 people liv¬ 
ing in a San Diego shelter 
had to be evacuated to a 
stadium. 

The storm also caused sev¬ 
eral roof collapsesand sent 
an airliner skidding off a 
runway in Burbank, though 
no associated injuries were 
reported. 

"It did cause a lot of head¬ 
aches," said Eric Boldt, a 
meteorologist with the Na¬ 
tional WeatherService. 

He said the storm wasmore 
typical of J anuary or Feb¬ 
ruary for the region and 
called it a win for drought- 
weary LosAngeles. 

"It does put us ahead for 
Los Angeles," he said. "It's 
kind of a good start for De¬ 
cember." 

The downtown area set a 
rainfall record for the day 
with 1.9 inches (4.8 cen¬ 
timeters) of rain, nearly 
double the previous record 
set in 1997, the National 
Weather Service reported. 
Normal monthly rainfall 
for December is only a bit 
more — 2.33 inches (5.8 
centimeters). 

Rainfall also broke a record 
in the high-desert city of 
Lancaster, northeast of Los 
Angeles That city saw 1.4 
inches (3.5 centimeters) of 
rain, beating the previous 
record of 1.2 inches(3cen¬ 
timeters) in 1997. 

Other total rainfalls ex¬ 
ceeded 4.5 inches (11.4 
centimeters) in some parts 
of Los Angeles County, in¬ 
cluding Avalon and the 


Pasadena foothills, and in 
San Diego County. 

Some residents took ad¬ 
vantage of the rare rainy 
day, with at least one man 
captured on video surf¬ 
ing down the street as an 
SUV pulled him. Another 
paddle-boarded in a wet¬ 
suit near a flooded truck in 
Costa Mesa. 

While rain caused numer¬ 
ous accidents and back¬ 
ups on LA-area freeways, 
heavy snow forced the 
closure of Interstate 5 in 
the Grapevine area be¬ 
tween LosAngeles and the 
San Joaquin Valley. The 
hours-long shutdown along 
the key north-south route 
caused backups for miles 
Drivers were urged to use 
caution on mountain pass¬ 
es, where up to 10 feet (3 
meters) of snow fell at high¬ 
er elevationsO 
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Caregivers for3600 migrantteens lack complete abuse checks 



In this Wednesday, J une 20, 2018 file photo, immigrant children walk in a line outside the 
Homestead Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children, a foimerjob Corps site that now 
houses them, in Homestead, Ha. 

Associated Press 


By MARTHA MENDOZA and 
GARANCE BURKE 
Associated Press 

Nearly every adult working 
with children in the U.S. — 
from nanniesto teachers to 
coaches— hasundergone 
state screenings to ensure 
they have no proven histo¬ 
ry of abusing or neglecting 
kids. One exception: thou¬ 
sands of workers at two 
federal detention facilities 
holding 3,600migrantteens 
in the government's care, 
The Associated Press has 
learned. 

The staff isn't being 
screened for child abuse 
and neglect at a Miami- 
based emergency deten¬ 
tion center because Flor¬ 
ida law bans any outside 
employer from reviewing 
information in its child wel¬ 
fare system. Until recently 
at another facility holding 
migrant teens in Tomillo, 
Texas, staff hadn't even 
undergone FBI fingerprint 
checks, let alone child wel¬ 
fare screenings, a govern¬ 
ment report found. 

Ihe missing screening at 
both sites involves search¬ 
ing child protective servic¬ 
es systems to see whether 
potential employees had a 
verified a Negation of abuse, 
neglect or abandonment, 
which could range from 
having a foster child run 
away from a group home 
to failing to take a sick 
child to the hospital. These 
allegations often are not 
criminally prosecuted and 
therefore would n't show up 
in otherscreenings. 

Tomillo has 2,100 staff for 
about 2,300 teens; Home¬ 
stead has 2,000 staff for 
about 1,300 teens. 


The two facilities can oper¬ 
ate unlicensed and without 
required checks because 
they are located on feder¬ 
al property and thus don't 
have to comply with state 
child welfare laws. Tomillo 
is on Customs and Border 
Protection land along the 
U.S.-Mexico border, and 
Homestead is on a former 
Labor Department Jobs 
Corps site. 

Last week, bipartisan law¬ 
makers from Texas and 
beyond called for swift re¬ 
forms and public hearings 
after the AP reported that 
the government put thou¬ 
sands of teens at risk at 
Tomillo by waiving the se¬ 
curity screenings and hav¬ 
ing fewer mental health 
workers than needed. And 
on Tuesday, two members 


of Congress called for the 
immediate shutdown of 
Tomillo. 

The government report 
said the screenings were 
waived atTomillo because 
the agency was under 
pressure to open the camp 
quickly and the federal 
government erroneously 
assumed staff members 
already had FBI fingerprint 
checks. 

Except for Homestead, ev¬ 
ery child shelterand foster 
care facility in Florida — in¬ 
cluding two others holding 
migrant children — runs 
employees' namesthrough 
child protective services re¬ 
cords. 

State law prohibits the Flori¬ 
da Department of Children 
and Families from shar¬ 
ing results of those checks 


more widely due to con¬ 
cerns that child protective 
services might be reluctant 
to flag an individual, and 
thereby avoid providing 
services such as parenting 
classes for them, if it could 
put the person's job in jeop¬ 
ardy. 

Health and Human Ser¬ 
vices Department spokes¬ 
man Mark Weber said 
Homestead didn't need 
the extensive background 
screenings. 

'Child abuse and neglect 
checks were waived be¬ 
cause of the limitations in 
the state of Florida and 
the fingerprint background 
checks conducted on em¬ 
ployees would show rel¬ 
eva nt information,"he said. 
Tomillo launched a month¬ 
long program to run staff 


through FBI fingerprint 
checks last week in re¬ 
sponse to a wave of pub¬ 
lic pressure prompted by 
the government memo 
and media reports about 
the lack of staff screening 
there. 

Child welfare experts say 
child abuse and neglect 
background screenings 
are typically required be¬ 
cause some people who 
hurt children may never 
be convicted of criminal 
charges serious enough to 
warrant an FBI red flag but 
could be charged civilly, 
which would appear only 
in state registries. 

"An FBI background check 
doesn't provide a full and 
complete picture of that 
individual's criminal history," 
said Alonzo Martinez, asso¬ 
ciate counselor for compli¬ 
ance at Hire Right, a private 
employer background 
check service. Local po¬ 
lice departments aren't re¬ 
quired to enter fingerprints 
of offenders in the FBI da¬ 
tabase and deeperchecks 
— including reviewing state 
and county child abuse 
registries — can turn up dif¬ 
ferent information about 
potential applicants, Marti¬ 
nez said. 

During his time serving as 
the director of the Office 
of Refugee Resettlement, 
Scott Lloyd granted screen¬ 
ing waivers for both Home¬ 
stead and Tomillo, which 
was allowed underfederal 
rulessince the shelterswere 
opened on a temporary 
basis. Homestead hasbeen 
open for eight months and 
Tomillo for five, however, 
with no indication they will 
closeO 
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Survivors gather at Pearl Harbor for attack remembrance 



Pearl Harbor survivors salute during the National Arrthem at a ceremony in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 
on Riday, Dec. 7,2018 marking the 77th anniversary of the Japanese attack. 

Associated Press 


By AUDREY McAVOY 
Associated Press 
PEARL HARBOR, Hawaii 
(AP) — About 20 survivors 
gathered at Pearl Harbor 
on Friday to pay tribute to 
the thousands of men lost 
in the Japanese attack 77 
yearsago. 

They joined dignitaries, ac¬ 
tive duty troops and mem- 
bensof the public in observ¬ 
ing a moment of silence 
at 7:55 am, the time the 
bombing began on Dec. 7, 
1941. 

John Mathrursse was an 
18-year-old seaman sec¬ 
ond class walking out of 
the chow hall on Ford Is¬ 
land to see a friend on the 
USS West Virginia when the 
bombing began. 

'The guyswere getting hurt, 
bombs and shells going off 
in the water. I helped the 
ones that couldn't swim, 
who were too badly injured 
or whatever and helped 
them to shore," said Math- 
russe, now 95. 

Mathrusse, who traveled to 
Hawaii for the event from 
Mountain View, California, 
remembers carrying injured 
people to the mess ha II and 
setting them on mattresses 
grabbed from the barracks 
above. 

Robert Fernandez, who was 
assigned to the USS Curtiss, 
recalls being petrified. 

"I was kind of nervous too. I 


was sc a red. I was 17.1 went 
to go see the world. What 
did I get into? A war," he 
said. 

The 94-year-old from Stock- 
ton, California returns for 
the annual remembrance 
each year because he's 
now alone after his wife 
died fouryearsago. 

Adm. Phil Davidson, com¬ 
mander of the U.S. Indo- 
Pacific Command, said the 
nation can never forget 
the heavy price paid on 
that day. He cited 21 ves¬ 
sels damaged or sunk, 170 
planes destroyed, more 
than 2,400 people dead, 
including servicemen and 
civilians 

"Despite these losses, it did 
not break the American 
spirit. In fact, it charged it," 
he said in a keynote ad¬ 
dress. 

The survivors are declin¬ 
ing in number as they push 
well into their 90s, and are 
increasingly treated as ce¬ 
lebrities They say people 
ask for their autographs 
and request to take photos 
and selfieswith them. 

"I am given a lot of atten¬ 
tion and honor. I shake 
hands continuously," said 
Tom Berg, who lives in Port 
Townsend, Washington. 
Berg, who is 96, served on 
the USS Tennessee. 

This year, no survivor from 
the USS Arizona attended 


the ceremony as none 
of the men were able to 
make the trip to Hawaii. 

The Arizona sank after two 
bombs hit the ship, trigger¬ 
ing tremendous explosions 
The Arizona lost 1,177 sailors 
and Marines, the greatest 
number of casualties from 
any ship. Most remain en¬ 
tombed in the sunken hull 
of the battleship at the bot¬ 
tom of the harbor. 
Dozensof those killed in the 
attack have been recently 
identified and reburied 
in cemeteries across the 
country after the military 


launched a new effort to 
analyze bones and DNA of 
hundreds long classified as 
"unknowns" 

In 2015, 388 sets of remains 
were exhumed from the 
USS Oklahoma and buried 
in a national cemetery in 
Honolulu. The Oklahoma 
had the second-highest 
number of dead after the 
Arizona at 429, though only 
35 were identified in the im¬ 
mediate years after the at¬ 
tack. 

The Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency has 
identified 168 sailors and 


Marines from the Oklaho¬ 
ma since the exhumations 
three yearsago. It has said 
it expects to identify about 
80 percent of the 388 by 
2020. 

Several families were 
scheduled to rebury their 
newly identified loved ones 
on Friday, including Navy 
Seaman 1st Class William 
Bruesewitz of Appleton, 
Wisconsin. 

His remains were buried at 
Arlington National Cem¬ 
etery near Washington, 
D.C .□ 


Alaska Native tribes seek help from human rights commission 


JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — 

Fifteen tribal nations in 
southeast Alaska have pe¬ 
titioned an international 
commission for human 
rights for he Ip in influencing 
the Canadian government 
to take action against six 
mines in British Columbia. 
The Southeast Alaska In¬ 
digenous Transboundary 
Commission filed the peti¬ 
tion Wednesday, seeking 


support in obtaining relief 
from mine violations, the 
J uneau Empire reported . 
The petition sent to the 
Washington, D.C-based In¬ 
ter-American Commission 
on Human Rights claims the 
mines are likely to pollute 
rivers, threatening fish pop¬ 
ulations essential to main¬ 
taining life in the tribes 
They claim that failing to 
prevent pollution in Alaska 


watersheds could consti¬ 
tute a violation of indig¬ 
enous people's rights. The 
petition also claims Can¬ 
ada did not consult with 
or seek consent from the 
tribes during the permitting 
and approval process of 
the mines 

Earthjustice, a nonprofit 
environmental law firm, 
has been working with the 
transboundary commission 


for about year on drafting 
the 215-page petition. 

'We are hoping the com¬ 
mission will pick up the 
case,"said Ramin Pejan, an 
Earthjustice attorney. 'The 
goal here really is to inject 
or raise human rights viola¬ 
tions as a key part of the 
narrative with these mines, 
and that has been missing 
in the approval process 
thus far." 


The petition makes three 
main requests of the hu¬ 
man rights commission: 
They visit the minesto inves¬ 
tigate and confirm threats, 
they hold a hearing to 
investigate the petition's 
claims, and they prepare 
a report setting forth the 
facts and laws regarding 
Canada's failure to imple¬ 
ment adequate protective 
measures.O 













SATURDAY 8 DECEMBER 


EWORLD NEWS 



Merkel ally becomesGermanconseivativepaily'sleader 



C DU genera I sec retaryAnnegretKramp-Karrenbaiier delivers her speech when tunning as chair¬ 
woman at the patty convention of the Christian Democratic Ratty C DU in Hamburg, Germany, 
Friday, Dec. 7, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By G BR MOULSON 
KERSDN SOPKE 
Associated ness 
HAMBURG, Germany (AP) 

— Angela Merkel's center- 
right party elected an ally 
of the longtime German 
chancelloras its new lead- 
eron Friday, opting forcon- 
tinuity and experience as it 
handed her the challenge 
of opening a new chapter 
and improving the party's 
electoral fortunes. 

Annegret Kramp-Karren- 
bauer, 56, narrowly defeat¬ 
ed one-time Merkel rival 
Friedrich Merz to become 
the Christian Democratic 
Union's new chairwoman. 
Ihe vote came hours after 
the party feted Merkel with 
a lengthy standing ova¬ 
tion as she wrapped up 18 
years at the helm. 

Merkel has said she plans 
to remain chancellor until 
Germany's next election, 
which is due in 2021 but 
could come earlier. Kramp- 
Kamenbauer, the CDU 
general secretary since 
February and previously a 
popular state governor, is 
now the favorite to run for 
chancellor in that vote. 
That isn't automatic, but all 
but two of Kramp-Kamen- 
bauerisseven predecessors 
as CDU leader became 
chancellor. 

She was quick to call for 
party unity after defeating 
M e rz 517-482 o n Frid a y, sa y- 
ing 'there is a place in this 
party" for Merz and Flealth 
Minister Jens Spahn, who 
was eliminated in a first 
round of voting at a con¬ 
gress in Hamburg. 

Merz stood fora more con¬ 
servative, business-friendly 
approach than Merkel, 


while Kramp-Kanenbauer 

— often known as "AKK" 

— was closer to Merkel's 
centrist stance. Kramp-Kar- 
renbauersaid she wants to 
ensure that the CDU avoids 
the fate of shrinking center- 
right parties in France and 
elsewhere. 

"We're a bit like the last uni¬ 
corn in Europe — the last 
big people's party that still 
exists," she told delegates 
before the vote. "I want 
that to be the case tomor¬ 
row too. This Europe, this 
Germany, this world needs 
a strong CDU." 
Kramp-Karrenbauer has 
shown a greater willing¬ 
ness than Merkel to cater 
to conservative rhetoric, 
and on Friday rejected the 
notion that she would be a 
Merkel clone. 

"I've read a lot about what 
I am and who I am — 'mini,' 


'a copy,' 'simply carrying on 
the same way,"' she said. 
"I stand here as I am and 
how life has formed me, 
and lam proud of that." 
She described herself as 
a mother of three "who 
knows herself how difficult 
it is to reconcile family and 
professional life" and listed 
her long experience in re¬ 
gional government. 
Kramp-Karrenbauer was 
the first woman to be a 
German state's interior min¬ 
ister, or top security official, 
and served asthe governor 
of western Saarland state, 
defying expectations to 
win re-election by a wide 
margin last year. In Febru¬ 
ary, she gave up the gov¬ 
ernors job to become the 
CDU's general secretary, 
managing the party's day- 
to-day political strategy. 

In 18 years of experience, 


she said she "learned that 
leadership is more about 
internal strength then exter¬ 
nal volume." And she said 
the CDU must attract vot¬ 
ers with its own ideas, not 
by competing to see "who 
attacks our political oppo¬ 
nents the hardest." 

In his speech, Merz high¬ 
lighted the need to tackle 
the "intolerable" success of 
the far-right Alternative for 
Germany party and called 
fora more combative ap¬ 
proach toward the CDU's 
rivals in the political center 
ground. 

Merz, who was the CDU's 
parliamentary leader un¬ 
til he was pushed out of 
the job by Merkel in 2002, 
had sought a spectacular 
comeback in Friday's vote 
aftera decade away from 
front-line politics. 

Merkel hasbeen CDU lead¬ 


er since 2000 and chan¬ 
cellor since 2005. She has 
moved her party relentless¬ 
ly to the center, dropping 
military conscription, ac¬ 
celerating Germany's exit 
from nuclear energy and 
introducing benefits such 
as encouraging fathers to 
look after their young chil¬ 
dren. She also allowed the 
introduction of gay mar¬ 
riage, which Kramp-Karren- 
bauerwasmore vehement 
in opposing. 

Mostcontroversially, Merkel 
allowed in large numbers 
of migrants in 2015. Kramp- 
Kanenbauer has talked 
tough on immigration is¬ 
sues in recent weeks, but 
warned that endlessly re¬ 
hashing the debate about 
Merkel's 2015 decision on 
migrantsisa tum-offforvot- 
ers 

In her farewell speech as 
leader, the 64-year-old 
Merkel said Friday that "our 
CDU today is different from 
the yea r 2000, a nd that is a 
good thing." 

For years, Merkel's popu¬ 
larity lifted the CDU and its 
Bavaria-only sister party, 
the Christian Social Union. 
In the 2013 election, they 
won 41.5 percent of the 
vote and only just fell short 
of an outright parliamen¬ 
tary majority. 

At present, the center-right 
bloc is polling around or 
below 30 percent. Merkel's 
fourth-term governing 
coalition with the center- 
left Social Democrats has 
lurched through a series of 
crises since taking office in 
March, and the CDU has 
lost supporters both to the 
liberal Greensand to Alter¬ 
native forGermanyO 


Groups say 13 climate activists deported from Poland 


Associated ness 
KATOWICE, Poland (AP) — 

Environmental groups said 
Friday that at least 13 ac¬ 
tivists traveling to Poland 
to take part in the U.N. cli¬ 
mate summit have been 
deported or denied entry 
by authorities. 

The Climate Action Net¬ 
work, an umbrella group of 
hundreds of organizations 
from around the world, 
criticized the actionsof Pol¬ 


ish police, calling them "ex¬ 
tremely worrying." 

It named one of those 
denied entry as Belgium- 
based activist 7a nna Van- 
renterghem. It said she 
had been traveling by train 
when she was stopped by 
police at Poland's border 
with the Czech Republic. 

"It was said that she was a 
threat to Polish security," 
said WendelTrio, the direc¬ 
tor of CAN'S European of¬ 


fice. 

He said Vanrenterghem, 
who spoke during a large 
protest in Brussels last week¬ 
end, wastaken to a police 
station in the town of Biel- 
sko Biala, where she was 
interrogated and then told 
she would be deported 
on a train back to Vienna 
ovemig ht. 

"She seems to have been 
on a blacklist," said Trio, 
adding that attempts by 


Belgian diplomats to inter¬ 
vene were unsuccessful. 

A Polish border guards' 
spokeswoman said she 
had no information about 
the matter. 

Environmental group 350. 
org said the other activists 
affected include six from 
Ukraine, two each the Unit¬ 
ed State and Germany, 
and one each from Kyrgyz¬ 
stan and Georgia. 

The two-week climate 


meeting in Poland's south¬ 
ern city of Katowice brings 
together officials from al¬ 
most 200 countries, cam¬ 
paign groups, sc ientistsand 
businesses to discuss efforts 
to tackle global warming. 
Climate activists are plan¬ 
ning to march through Ka¬ 
towice on Saturdayto press 
for more action from gov¬ 
ernments against climate 
change.Q 
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Armenians set to cast ballots in snap parliamentary vote 



In this file photo taken on Thursday, April 26, 2018, Nikol Pashinian gestures as he speaks to 
demonsbatois gathered at Republic Square in Yerevan, Aimenia. 

Associated Press 


By AVETDEMOURIAN 
Associated ness 
YEREVAN, Aimenia (AP) — 

Armenians are set to vote 
in a snap parliamentary 
election this Sunday that is 
expected to cement the 
rule of the new prime min¬ 
ister who spearheaded the 
massive protests earlier this 
year that forced the resig¬ 
nation of his predecessor. 
Ihe charismatic 43-year- 
old Nikol Pashinian, who 
took office in May, pushed 
forthe elections in a bid to 
win control of a parliament 
that was dominated by his 
political foes. 

Pashinian, a former jour¬ 
nalist turned politician, has 
tapped into public anger 
over widespread poverty, 
high unemployment and 
rampant corruption in the 
landlocked former Soviet 
nation of 3 million that bor¬ 
ders Georgia, Azerbaijan, 
Turkey and Iran. His fiery 
rhetoric and easy style 
have helped cement his 
popularity. 

Opinion polls have indicat¬ 
ed that Pashinian's My Step 
alliance is set to sweep the 
vote, while the Republican 
Party that controlled the 
old parliament is trailing far 
behind. 

The protests in Armenia 


erupted in April when Serzh 
Sargsyan, who had served 
as president fora decade, 
moved into the prime min¬ 
ister's seat, a move seen 
by critics as an attempt to 
hold on to power following 
a constitutional reform that 
had shifted most power to 
the prime minister's office. 
Thousands of protesters led 
by Pashinian thronged the 
center of the Armenian 
capital, forcing Sargsyan to 


step down days later. 

The former president has 
kept a low profile and his 
Republican Party has large¬ 
ly remained on the defen¬ 
sive, reluctantly submitting 
to Pashinian's demand to 
hold early parliamentary 
elections 

During the monthlong cam¬ 
paign, Pashinian has blast¬ 
ed membersof the old elite 
as corrupt and pledged to 
revive the economy, cre¬ 


ate new jobs and encour¬ 
age more Armenia ns to re¬ 
turn home. 

"We have carried out a po¬ 
litical revolution, and now 
we must make an econom¬ 
ic revolution," Pashinian 
said on a recentcampaign 
trip. 'We set big and difficult 
goals and we will achieve 
them, because we are a 
powerful, victorious free 
and happy nation." 

The Republican Party shot 


back at Pashinian, criticiz¬ 
ing what it described as his 
populist statements and di¬ 
visive rhetoric. 

"Pashinian has been unable 
to solve social problems, so 
he has turned to making 
shows," snapped Eduard 
Sharmazanov, a Repub¬ 
lican Party member who 
served asdeputy speaker. 
On Friday, an Armenian 
court put former Armenian 
President Robert Kochar¬ 
ian in custody on charges 
linked to a police crack¬ 
down on a 2008 protest. 
Kocharian rejected the 
charges, calling them a 
political vendetta by Pa¬ 
shinian, who staged the 
2008 post-election protest. 
The Republican Party de¬ 
nounced the ex-president's 
a nest as an attempt by Pa¬ 
shinian 'to create an atmo¬ 
sphere of fear and to pres¬ 
sure political opponents." 
Armenia has been weak¬ 
ened by an economic 
blockade stemming from 
the conflict over Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a region of Azer¬ 
baijan that hasbeen under 
the control of ethnic Ar¬ 
menian forces backed by 
Aimenia since the end of 
a six-year separatist war in 
1994.Q 


Russia and Greece say spat over diplomats expulsions is over 



Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras, left; and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin pose fora photo priorto theirtalks in the Kremlin 
in Moscow, Russia, Riday, Dec. 7, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By VLADIMIR ISAC HENKOV 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Russia 
and Greece have over¬ 
come a rift over the ex¬ 
pulsions of diplomats that 
strained their traditionally 
friendly ties, the countries' 
leaderssaid Friday. 

Greece inj ulyexpelledtwo 
Russian diplomats amid al- 
legationsthey helped fund 
protests against a deal 
between Greece and its 
northern neighbor Mace¬ 
donia intended to pave 
the way for Macedonia to 
join NATO. 

Russia angrily rejected the 
claim and responded in 
kind, expelling two Greek 
diplomats in August. 
Russian President Vladi¬ 
mir Putin said after Friday's 
ta Iks with G reek Prime M in- 
ister Alexis Tsipras in the 
Kremlin that Russia still con¬ 


siders the Greekaction un¬ 
founded. 

"I can hardly imagine that 
any reasonable person in 
Greece or in Russia could 
think that Russia was in¬ 
volved in any machi¬ 
nations or plots against 
Greece, the Russian leader 
said. "It's sheer nonsense." 
Putin noted that any such 
tensions could be solved 
without 'theatrical ges¬ 
tures," but added 'that 
page hasbeen turned." 
Tsipras also said Greece 
considers the dispute 
closed and emphasized 
the importance of his 
country's close ties with 
Russia. 'This issue hasbeen 
solved, and I believe that 
we should look forward," 
he said. 

Tsipras noted that Greece 
has underlined the impor¬ 
tance of constructive re¬ 


lations with Russia in dia¬ 
logue with its European 
Union and NATO partners 
amid tensions between 


Russia and the West. 
'Greece must fulfill its ob¬ 
ligations as a member of 
the EU and NATO, but it 


believes that European 
security architecture can't 
exclude Russia," he said. 
'That is the position I have 
taken at all international 
forums." 

The two leaderssaid they 
discussed the prospect of 
shipments of Russian natu¬ 
ral gas to southern Europe 
via Greece. 

Last month, Russia and 
Turkey announced the 
completion of the offshore 
partofTurkStream pipeline 
deep in the Black Sea that 
would supply Russian gas 
to Turkey. 

Putin said Friday that the 
new pipeline could poten¬ 
tially be extended to ship 
Russian gasto Greece and 
other countries in southern 
Europe."! believe it's quite 
realistic,"he said.Q 
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J apan to OKdivisive bill allowing more foreign workers 





In this Dec. 6, 2018 photo, loshihiio Menju, Managing Diiectorand Chief Program Officer 
of Japan Center for International Exchange speaks in lokyo during an interview with the 
Associated ness. 


By MARI YAMAG UC Hi 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Japan is 
preparing to officially open 
the door to foreign work¬ 
ers to do unskilled jobs and 
possibly eventually be¬ 
come citizens. 

Lawmakers were to vote 
early Saturday on govern¬ 
ment-proposed legislation 
allowing hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of foreign la borers to 
live and work in a country 
that has long resisted ac¬ 
cepting outsiders. The bill is 
expected to pass because 
of the ruling party's majority 
in parliament. 

It's seen asan unavoidable 
step asthe country's popu¬ 
lation of about 126 million 
rapidly agesand shrinks 
Many short-handed indus¬ 
tries especially in the ser¬ 
vices sector, already rely 
heavily on foreign 'trainees" 
and language students. 
The country also selectively 
grants visas to white-collar 
professionals often from 
the west. 

Bringing in foreign laborers 
is a last resort after Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe's deep¬ 
ly conservative govern¬ 
ment tried to meet labor 
shortages by encourag¬ 
ing more employment of 
women and older workers 
and using more robotsand 
other automation. 

'Japan has come to a 
point where we had to 
face the reality that there 
isseriousdepopulation and 
serious aging," said Toshihi- 
ro Menju, an expert on for¬ 


eign labor and population 
issues at the Japan Center 
for Internationa I Exchange. 
"Shortages of workers are 
so serious ... that (allowing) 
immigrants is the only op¬ 
tion the government can 
take,"he said. 

Abe's latest plan calls for 
relaxing Japan's visa re¬ 
quirements in sectors fac¬ 
ing severe labor shortages 
such as construction, nurs¬ 
ing, farming, transport and 
tourism — new categories 
of jobs to be added to the 
current list of highly skilled 
professionals 

The number of foreign 
workers in J apan has more 


than doubled since 2000to 
nearly 1.3 million last year, 
out of a working-age pop¬ 
ulation of 67 million. Work¬ 
ers from developing Asian 
countries used to stay 
mostly behind the scenes, 
but not anymore. Almost 
all convenience stores 
are partly staffed by Asian 
workers and so are many 
restaurant chains. 

The fastest growing group 
of foreign workers is Viet¬ 
namese, many of whom 
are employed in construc¬ 
tion and nursing. Construc¬ 
tion workersare particularly 
in demand asj apan rushes 
to finish building venues 


Associated ness 

and other infrastructure for 
the 2020Tokyo Olympics. 

In many cases the work¬ 
ers are subjected to poor 
working conditions and 
otherabuses. 

"I had no time fora holiday. 
... Even if I worked so hand 
I still had no money," said 
Eng Pisey, 33, from Cambo¬ 
dia, who ca me to J a pa non 
a training program in 2016 
and worked at a garment 
factory in Tochigi, north of 
Tokyo. She said she had to 
borrow $4,000 to pay a bro- 
kerto arrange herjob, and 
ended up quitting afterbe¬ 
coming ill from overwork. 
Under the legislation, two 


categories of workers will 
be accepted beginning 
in April: less-skilled workers 
and former interns with ba¬ 
sic Japanese competency 
are allowed to stay in the 
country for only up to five 
yea rs a s visito rs a nd c a nnot 
bring in family members. 
That is meant to encour¬ 
age them to leave when 
their visas expire, prevent¬ 
ing them from settling in 
Japan. 

The second category, 
those with hig her skills, J a p- 
anese language and cul¬ 
tural understanding, would 
be allowed to bring their 
families and apply for citi¬ 
zenship after living in J apan 
for 10 years if they commit 
no crimes 

'Creating new visa statuses 
to accommodate foreign 
human resources is our ur- 
genttaskasweface serious 
labor shortages, especially 
at small and medium-size 
companies," Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Yoshihide Suga 
said Friday. 

Many Japanese under¬ 
stand the need to solve 
labor shortages. Industry 
groups have urged the 
government to expand the 
work visa program so they 
can legally hire more for¬ 
eign workers. 

But Abe's traditional po¬ 
litical base and opposition 
groups oppose the change 
— fordifferent reasons. 

Abe has denied that Ja¬ 
pan is opening the doorto 
immigrants. □ 



In this Dec. 3,2018 photo, former Defense Security Command 
head Gen. Lee Jae-su, center, anivesfora court hearing on his 
anestwananton chargesofthe illegal surveillance offomilies 
of people killed in a 2014 ferry sinking, atthe Seoul Central 
DistrictCourtin Seoul, South Korea. 

Associated Press 


Ex-intel chief in South Korea found 
dead in possible suicide 


Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— A former South Korean 
military intelligence chief 
wasfound dead on Friday, 
police said, in a suspected 
suic ide. 

Former Defense Security 
Command head Lee Jae- 
su was being investigated 
by state prosecutors for al¬ 
legedly ordering the illegal 
surveillance of families of 
people killed in a 2014ferry 
sinking. Lee, a retired three- 
star general, had denied 


the allegation. 

The disaster killed more 
than 300 people, mostly 
high school students, and 
touched off widespread 
criticism of then President 
Park Geun-hye. She was 
eventually ousted from 
office over a corruption 
scandal in March 2017. 
Police said Lee's body was 
found neara Seoul building 
on Friday. 

Yonhap news agency said 
Lee appeared to have 
jumped to his death and 


that a suicide note was 
found. 

The Defense Ministry had 
no immediate comment. 
South Korea has one of 
the highest suicide rates 
among developed coun¬ 
tries. A string of business 
executives, K-pop stars 
and other celebrities have 
killed themselves in recent 
years. In J uly, an opposition 
lawmaker embroiled in a 
corruption case, Roh Hoe- 
chan, leapt to hisdeath.Q 
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SERVING: 

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK 


LUNCH SPECIALS S 9 



BREAKFAST 

Breakfast Platters from $12 
Coffee or tea included, 
served from 8 till 12 noon 


2 EARLY BIRDS served 
from 4 pm till 6.30 pm 

EARLY BIRD #1 S19. 50 

a glass of Sangria with 
3 Tapas of your choice 

EARLY BIRD #2 $49. 95 

a pitcher of Sangria with 
6 Tapas of your choice 

FOR TWO 


LIVE MUSIC 

ON THE TERRACE 


Daily 

Happy 

Hour 

4 - 6pm 


Arawak Garden, Palm Beach, across from High Rise Hotels - Tel. 586 32 80 www.saltanctpepperaruba.com |TI| O 


Ex-inmates: Torture rife in prisons run by Yemen tebels 



Nurses change the dressings on the severe bums covering Moniral-Shaiqi, at the Marib General 
Hospital in Yemen in this J uly 25, 2018 photo. 

Associated Press 


By MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
MARIB, Yemen (AP) — 

Farouk Baakaris mistake 
was taking a selfie. 

The Yemeni medic was on 
duty at al-Rashid hospital 
the day when a bleed¬ 
ing man was brought into 
the emergency room with 
gunshot wounds and signs 
of torture. He had been 
dumped on the side of 
a highway after being 
held in a prison run by the 
Houthi militiamen who con¬ 
trol northern Yemen. He'd 
been whipped across the 
backand hung byhiswrists 
fordays. 

Baakar spent hours remov¬ 
ing bullets and repairing 
ruptured intestine. He tend¬ 
ed to the patient's recovery 
for 80 days and, at the end, 
agreed to pose fora selfie 
with him. 

Weeks later, Houthi secu¬ 
rity officials grabbed the 
man again. "They searched 
his phone and found the 
photo. 

Militiamen stormed the hos¬ 
pital in the port city of Ho- 
deida, blindfolded Baakar 
and hustled him away in a 
pickup truck. Because he'd 
given medical help to an 
enemy of the Houthis, they 
told him, he was now their 
enemy too. After his arrest 
in mid-2016, he spent 18 
months imprisoned. Dur¬ 
ing that time, he says, they 
burned him, beat him and 
chained him to the ceiling 
by his wrists. 

Baakar and his patient 
are among thousands im¬ 
prisoned by Houthi rebels 
during Yemen's four-year 
civil war. Many of them, 
an Associated Press inves¬ 


tigation found, suffered ex¬ 
treme torture — smashed 
in their faces with batons, 
hung by their wrists or geni- 
ta Is for weeks at a time or 
scorched with acid. 

The AP spoke with 23 peo¬ 
ple who said they survived 
or witnessed torture in 
Houthi detention sites, as 
well as with eight relatives 
of detainees, five lawyers 
and rights activists, and 
three security officers in¬ 
volved in previous prisoner 
swaps who said they saw 
marks of torture on inmates. 
"These accounts under¬ 
score the significance ofan 
agreement on a prisoner 
swap reached in Sweden 
on "Thursday at the start of 
U.N.-sponsored peace talks 
between Yemen's Shiite 
Houthi rebels and the Ye¬ 
meni government, backed 
by Saudi Arabia and the 


United States. As a trust¬ 
building measure, the two 
sides agreed to release 
several thousand prisoners, 
though details still must be 
hammered out. 

But while the government 
would release captured 
Houthi fighters, the rebels 
would largely free civilians 
who, like Baakar, were im¬ 
prisoned during sweeps 
aimed at suppressing op¬ 
position and obtaining 
captives who could be 
traded for ransom or ex¬ 
changed for Houthi fighters 
held by the otherside. 

"The Abductees' Mothers 
Union, an association of fe¬ 
male relatives of detainees 
jailed by Houthis, hasdocu- 
mented more than 18,000 
detainees in the last four 
years, including 1,000 cas¬ 
es of torture in a network of 
secret prisons, according 


to Sabah Mohammed, a 
representative ofthe group 
in the city of Marib. 

"The mothers' group says 
at least 126 prisoners have 
died from torture since the 
Houthis took overthe capi¬ 
tal, Sanaa, in late 2014. 
Amnesty International says 
that "horrific human rights 
abuses, as well as war 
crimes, are being commit¬ 
ted throughout the country 
by all parties to the con¬ 
flict." 

But international outrage 
over the bloodshed in Ye¬ 
men has largely foe used on 
abuses earned out by the 
U.S.-backed and Saudi-led 
military coalition fighting on 
the side ofthe Yemeni gov¬ 
ernment. "The AP has ex¬ 
posed torture at sec ret pris¬ 
ons run by the United Arab 
Emirates and their Yemeni 
allies and has document¬ 


ed the deaths of civilians 
from strikes by drones in the 
United States' campaign 
against al-Qaida's branch 
in Yemen. 

Abuses by the Houthis have 
been less visible to the out¬ 
side world. 

Houthi leaders previously 
have denied they engage 
in torture, though they did 
not respond to repeated 
AP requestsforcomment in 
recent weeks "The Houthis' 
Human Rights Ministry said 
in late 2016 that'there is no 
policy or systematic use of 
torture on prisoners." 

But within the movement, a 
moderate faction has ac¬ 
knowledged abuses and 
sought to end them. Yahia 
al-Houthi, the brotherofthe 
group'stop leader, setup a 
committee in 2016 to inves¬ 
tigate reports of torture. It 
helped free 13,500 prison¬ 
ers in its first three months 
"The committee sent a vid¬ 
eo report to the leader, Ab- 
del-Malek al-Houthi, show¬ 
ing scenesof overcrowded 
prison wardsalong with tes¬ 
timony from senior Houthis 
on the committee who said 
they saw signs of torture. 
"The video was not made 
public, but the AP obtained 
a copy. 

"What we saw would make 
you cry tears of blood,"one 
committee membersays in 
the video. 

Abdel-Malek never re¬ 
sponded to the video. In¬ 
stead, hard-line security of¬ 
ficials shut down the com¬ 
mittee and briefly detained 
two of its members 
"The video report echoes 
the accounts victims gave 
to the AP.Q 
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Brazil future unclear amid opposing ideologies of ministers 



In this Nov. 6, 2018 file photo, Brazilian President-electJ air Bolsonaro, right; and his Vice 
Resident Gen. Hamilton Mourao attend a ceremony marking the 30th anniversary of Brazil's 
constitution at Congress in Brasilia, Brazil. 

Associated ness 


By DIANE J EANTET 

Associated ness 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) - 

With his inauguration just 
weeks away, Brazilian Pres¬ 
ident-elect Jair Bolsonaro 
is assembling a Cabinet 
of ministers with starkly dif¬ 
ferent views on key issues 
like climate change, the 
economy and China that is 
raising questions about the 
direction the far-right lead¬ 
er will take Latin America's 
largest nation. 

Since being elected in Oc¬ 
tober, Bolsonaro has ap¬ 
pointed a finance minis¬ 
ter schooled in neoliberal 
economics, a foreign min¬ 
ister who describes global¬ 
ization as "an anti-human 
and anti-Christian system," 
supporters and critics of 
China's role in the region, 
several retired military gen¬ 
erals and a justice minister 
who is arguably the world's 
most renowned corruption 
fig hter. 

Analysts say the eclectic 
choices made by the for¬ 
mer army captain who 
takes office on Jan. 1 
portend clashes not only 
within his Cabinet but pos¬ 
sibly with Bolsonaro himself, 
since some of their views 
are at odds with his cam¬ 
paign promises. 

'We are already seeing 
clear signals of tensions," 
said Oliver Stuenkel, an in¬ 
ternational relations profes¬ 
sor at the Fundacao Getu- 
lio Vargas university and 
think tank. 

Numerous requests for 
comment from Bolsonaro 
and his incoming ministers 
were notanswered. 
Arguably the incoming 
government's most antag¬ 
onistic figure is the future 
foreign minister, Ernesto 
Araujo, who has never 
served as ambassador or 
in a top position in the for¬ 
eign ministry in his nearly 30 
yearsof public service. 

On his blog, Araujo wrote 
that he wanted to "help 
Brazil and the world liber¬ 
ate itself from the globalist 
ideology," and globalism 
was "an anti-human and 
anti-Christian system" pilot¬ 
ed by "cultural Marxism" to 
promote China. 

Like Bolsonaro, who cam¬ 


paigned on a nationalist 
anti-crime, anti-socialism, 
pro-'traditional Brazilian 
values" ticket, Araujo sees 
China and the billions of 
dolla rs it has invested in Bra¬ 
zil's energy, infrastructure 
and oil and gas industry as 
threats to the country's sov- 
ereig nty. 

But Latin America's largest 
economy clearly needs 
China for more than in¬ 
vestment: the Asian giant 
was Brazil's top destination 
for exports, amounting to 
US$47 billion, according to 
Brazilian government data. 
Araujo's antagonism to¬ 
ward China will meet re¬ 
sistance not only from 
Brazilian companies but 
from other powerful min¬ 
isters who see China very 
differently, especially fu¬ 
ture finance minister Paulo 
Guedes. 

Guedes, who holds a doc¬ 
torate from the University 
of Chicago, rallied much 
of the business community 
behind Bolsonaro's cam¬ 
paign with promises to cut 
government spending, 
privatize many industries 
and increase foreign in¬ 
vestment. 

Early in the campaign, 
Guedes was introduced to 
Bolsonaro by Brazilian busi¬ 
nessman Winston Ling, who 


is the son of Chinese immi- 
g ra nts. 

Another issue that could 
spark clashes is Brazil's po¬ 
sition on climate change, 
"fhe world will be watching 
how Brazil deals with the 
topic since it is home to 
much of the vital Amazon 
rainforest. 

Bolsonaro has threatened 
to withdraw from the Paris 
Agreement, and vowed 
to help large mining and 
agribusiness companies 
expand their activities in 
protected areas, including 
the Amazonian forests. His 
foreign minister has a Iso ex¬ 
pressed skepticism toward 
climate change, calling ita 
"dogma" used by the left to 
foster China's growth. 

But an overhaul of envi¬ 
ronmental policies and 
Araujo's protectionist views 
could come at a high cost. 
Observers say that aban¬ 
doning the Paris Agree¬ 
ment could lead foreign 
markets, such as the Eu¬ 
ropean Union, to boycott 
certain Brazilian products 
Guedes and future Agricul¬ 
tural MinisterTereza Cristina 
are likely to oppose any 
measure that would imperil 
Brazil's relationship with key 
trade partners 
"An exacerbated national¬ 
ism cannot be justified in a 


globalized world,"said con¬ 
gressman Alceu Moreira, 
who leads the powerful 
farming lobby that backed 
Bolsonaro's campaign. 
Moreira argued that pro¬ 
tectionism ended up hurt¬ 
ing the efficiency and 
competitiveness of Brazil's 
industry. 

'We want the people who 
represent us, at the foreign 
affairs ministry, to be more 
qualified," he added in 
an apparent reference to 
Araujo. 

Jose Alfredo Graca Lima, 
a former consul-general in 
New York and Los Angeles, 
says he believes Guedes 
will be the predominat¬ 
ing voice among Cabinet 
members. 

"But what I keep wondering 
is who will conduct, who 
will play the leading role (in 
Brazil's diplomacy)?" said 
Graca Lima. 

And some of the ministers 
may even clash with their 
boss. 

Guedes' free-market, pro¬ 
privatization vision has at 
times appeared at odds 
with that of Bolsonaro, who 
waxes nostalgic for Brazil's 
1964-1985 military dictator¬ 
ship, a time when the state 
played a significant role in 
the economy. 

Sergio Mono, who as a 


judge oversaw the "Car 
Wash," one of the largest 
corruption investigations in 
history, may also clash with 
Bolsonaro despite the pres¬ 
ident-elect's promise not to 
meddle with hisdecisions. 
With the backdrop of63,880 
homicides recorded in Bra¬ 
zil in 2017, Bolsonaro was 
largely elected on promises 
to improve worsening secu¬ 
rity by confronting street 
gangs. He has proposed 
loosening gun laws, bring¬ 
ing backthe death penalty 
and lowering the age of 
penal responsibility from 18 
to 16 or 17. 

Mono is unlikely to agree 
with such proposals, and 
has already expressed res¬ 
ervations about loosening 
gun laws. Since being ap¬ 
pointed as a super minis¬ 
ter in charge of both the 
justice and public security, 
More has outlined plans to 
tackle white collar crime 
but been mum on security. 
So far, the seven retired 
members of the military ap¬ 
pointed by Bolsonaro are 
positioning themselves as 
wild candsinthe future gov¬ 
ernment. 

Vice President-elect Hamil¬ 
ton Mourao, a retired gen¬ 
eral, has made several po¬ 
lemical statements, such as 
defending torture during 
Brazil's dictatorship. How¬ 
ever, many observers also 
see him as the adult in the 
room. 

On various occasions, 
Mourao has tempered Bol¬ 
sonaro's most contentious 
positions, such as moving 
Brazil's embassy in Israel 
from Tel Aviv to J erusalem, 
following the footsteps 
of U.S. President Donald 
Trump. 

Brazil is one of the world's 
top ha la I meat exporters, 
and Iran and Egypt are its 
third and fourth biggest 
beef buyers, according to 
data from the Brazilian Beef 
Exp o rte rs A sso c ia tio n. 
'Obviously, it's a question 
that will have to be well 
thought out," Mourao told 
newspaper Folha de S. 
Paulo. 

'We have an important 
commercial relationship 
with the Arab world 
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Conceit '65': Celebrate A tuba's Music Sc hool 



ORANJ ES1AD — The Foundation Aruban Music School/ 
Scol di Music a Rufb Waver celebrates its 65th birthday 
coming Sunday. For this occasion the pupils will perform 
under the guidance of their music teacheisat4 PM atthe 
national theatre Cas di Cultura. This is a wonderful occa¬ 
sion to enjoy ouryoung local talented musicians and the 
best of it all is that entrance iscompletely free. 

The students prepared a variated program in the spirit of 
the holidays. They will share with you theirpassion formu- 
sic and all they have learned at the Scol di Musica Rufo 
Wever.Typical 'crioyo' songs, regionalsongsand interna¬ 
tional songswill be presented. The students will show their 
skills with different instruments and will perform in different 
size groups as well as solo. They all worked very hard to 
gettothisend result: a magnificent concert forthe com¬ 
munity. Yoursupport will be a motivation forthe children 
to continue their musical road. These are the future musi¬ 
cians of Aruba and you are most welcome to enjoy their 
achievements! Tickets can be obtained at Scol di Musica 
Rufo Wever or Cas di Cultura or at the door just before the 
concert starts. □ 





A tuba's Beach Malmok 6th Best Beach South America &Caribbean 


Oranjestad — Hightnet- 
woik.com is one of the 
worid's largest online trav¬ 
el publications, and they 
have carefully selected 
and ranked 400 of the 
World's top Beaches© with 
the help of 1000 of the in¬ 
dustry's leading travel pro¬ 
fessionals. Aruba has Mal¬ 
mok beach featured in the 





lop 50 Central American & 
Caribbean Beaches cat¬ 
egory. 

FlightNetwork crafted The 
World's Best Beaches for 
2018©, that highlights the 
best beaches on almost 
all continents, by confer¬ 
ring with over 1200 jour¬ 
nalists, editors, bloggers, 


and agencies, who pos¬ 
sess endless travel wisdom. 
The insights we received 
helped them create a list of 
beachesthat will help trav¬ 
eler's access shores that 
will leave a magical and 
indelible imprint. 

Malmok at 6 

Aruba's divine beach Mal¬ 


mok reached the following 
score: 

Scoring 

• Sheer Untouched 
Beauty: 9/10 

• Remoteness : 7/10 

• Sand and Water 
Quality: 9/10 

• Annual Days of Sun¬ 
shine : 300 

• Average Annual 
Temp. : 28°C 

Malmok Beach 

Malmok Beach in Aruba is 
cradled in a nook of grey- 
white rocks and tiny sail¬ 
boats A flat beach cov¬ 
ered in white sand hides 
beneath turquoise water 
where sediment and sea 
meet. The rocks scattered 
just off of shore are home 
to thousands of colorful fish 
which makes this beach 
one of the best snorkel 
destinations in the country. 


Accessing Malmok Beach 
requires you to drive quite 
a ways from the major re¬ 
sorts on the island, render¬ 
ing this an untouched, re¬ 
mote location. After a day 
of enjoying the sand and 
sun, sip on a glass of wine 
while peering at an unin¬ 
terrupted horizon. As the 
orange sun melts into the 
crystal waters, you will be 
mesmerized by the sheer 
beauty and exclusivity of 
this incredible destination. 

"The scenic drive out to 
Malmok beach is long, but 
incredibly worth it once 
you arrive at this remote 
paradise." - Ana M, Travel 
Writer 


Source: Campaign: https// 
www.fi ig htnetwo rk.com/ 
worlds-best-beac hes/top- 
50-c entral-a meric a-c a rib- 
bean-beaches/ □ 
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Campaign 5th yearanniveisaiy big success 

The C asino atlhe Ritz-Ca rtton, Aruba c elebiated theirStha nniveisa ry 
widely and made 50 winners happy 


PALM BEACH — The Casino atlhe 
Ritz-Ca rtton, Aruba, had a tremen¬ 
dous campaign going on for the 
month of November and gave 
away $ 50.000 in cash prices and 
cruise vacations to Cuba. The win¬ 
ners of the campaign were select¬ 
ed in the last week of November 
and the closure was on Friday No¬ 
vember 30. 

The nightofthe campaign'sclosure 
a great party was organized and 
the super ha ppy winners of $ 25.000 
in cash prices were announced 
that same night. The casino visitors 
enjoyed a wonderful night with live 
entertainment of Robert J eandory 
su Solo Banda Show and also the 
raffle of fantastic prices like Dinner 


forTwo at restaurants Casa Nonna 
and BLT Steak at The Ritz-Carlton, 
Aruba. 

The Casino atlhe Ritz-Carlton, Aru¬ 
ba invites all to pay a visit to the 
casino and become a member of 
the VIP Club to be able to enjoy the 
exclusive benefits of their Tier Pro¬ 
gram. Every day there are different 
promotions and many opportuni- 
tiesto win fabulous prices. 

The Casino atlhe Ritz-Carlton Aru¬ 
ba offersa high quality service and 
a unique experience. For more in¬ 
formation about our promotions, 
please visit the casino and ask the 
VIP Desk or call 527-2276/ 527-2277. 
□ 



Bom left to right Ms. Soraya Croes, Casino Maiketing & VIP Experience Man¬ 
ager, Mr. Axl Ismail, Director of Casino Operations, Ms. Joanna Maya, Casino 
Communications & Promotions Manager, 

Mr. Cario Falconi, Casino 9otManager. 



The winners 



The Aruba Tourism Authority honor loyal visitors on the island 


PALM BEACH — Recently, Dariine & de Cuba had the 
great plea sure to honorLoyal and friendly visitors of Aruba 
as Distinguished Visitors at their home away from home. 

The honoreeswere: 

Dwight & Beverly Hawks, residents of Michigan Farming- 
ton Hills 

The symbolic honorary title is presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a token of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba between 10-20-35 and more con¬ 
secutive years. 

Ms. Dariine de Cuba thanked them forehoosing Aruba as 
their vacation destination and as their home away from 
home forso many ye a is tog ether with the memberof Divi 
Phoenix Resort. 

Visitors stated that the main reasons for returning to Aru¬ 
ba with a nice and memorable history: They loved the 
weather, people of Aruba, and the SunsetO 
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POINT GIVEAWAY 





NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 23,2018 

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 

Play every Friday Saturday and Sunday. 

100.000 POINTS AWARDED EACH DAY! 

Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 25 points or 4 table credits and swipe at 
any kiosk to play. Play up to five times each day. 

Cysts' dub for 




ily iOam to 4am j. J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I casinoalhambrtnom 


CASINO AND SHOPS 

-il- 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Super 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$6 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

^ Over $1,000 in 
W Cash Prizes! 


Offering a wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Solon & Spo Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Plus $500 Cosh Prize incur Monthly 
Early Bird Drawing. 


Lionfish "Iburna merit&Ta sdng 

SAVANE1A — De Palm Island along with the Aruba Lion Hsh Ini¬ 
tiative Foundation's main goal is to protect Aruba's marine life 
against invading Lionfish. Because of this they invite you to take 
action with them this Sunday, December9th, fbrthe Lionfish Der¬ 
by finals. There will be a demonstration on the anatomy of a Li¬ 
onfish and a fillet tasting accompanied by live music! 

Aruba LionFish Initiative Foundation is an active, though "busi¬ 
ness minded" organization. As an innovator it combines ideal¬ 
istic goals to save Aruba's reefs with social entrepreneurship in 
orderto create a business model that actually sustains itself. ALFI 
isdesigned to create a permanent 100 % sustainable fishery to 
manage populationsof the invasive lionfish in Aruban watersby 
purchasing, data collection, information and processing to cre¬ 
ate a market supply. 

For more information visit: www.arubalionfish.org. □ 
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Open doily 10am to 4am I J£ Irausquln Blvd#47 
583,5000 I! tasmoalhambnuom 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


jver ^i.uuu in 
Cash Prizes! 

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Plus SSOQ (nsti Pnie in our Monthly 
lm ly Kir A DrtswisHj. 


Offering a wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


Mane he bo Beach Resort & Spa proudly receives PPL Awa id 2018 

EAGLE BEACH — On Monday December 3 Plat- 
afoima pa Persona cu LimKacion (PPL), freely 
translated Platform for Limited Persons, orga¬ 
nized a fun talent show together with Stichiting 
Verstandelijke Gehandicapten Aruba (SVGA) 
or Foundation forthe Mentally Limited, in honor 
of the International Day for Limited Persons. 

During the event, Shaline Leon Human Re¬ 
source Manager at the intimate boutique re¬ 
sort received the honorable PPL-Award 2018 in 
recognition of the activities organized byMan- 
chebo Beach Resort & Spa. In addition to the 
difference the resort makes in the lives of the 
people with limitation working forthe property 
according to Cyndi Kelly-Mathila President of 
the PPL organization. 

In April 2018 the boutique resort organized a 
special luncheon in cooperation with SVGA. 

The SVGA which is the organization who helps 
mentally disabled people with social activities, 
personal development and studies. During the 
fun filled luncheon the people enjoyed the fes¬ 
tivities in the beautiful beach pavilion. The inti¬ 
mate boutique resort welcomed approximate¬ 
ly 300 people spread overtwo days. 

Manchebo is deeply rooted in community 
and social endeavors throughout Aruba. Local 
causes and charitable organizations are sup¬ 
ported through hosting events, participating in 



community programs, sponsorships, donations To stay up to date on the latest news at Man- 
and many hours of volunteertime from the en- chebo visit Facebook.com/Manchebobeach. 
tire Manchebo team. □ 


Cyndi Kelly-Mathila DiiectoratPPL| Shaline Leon HR manager at Manchebo Reach Resort & Spa | Els van 
Homelen Director at SVGA 
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In this Sept. 22, 2007, file pho¬ 
to, Pittsburgh Pirates' Jose 
Castillo reacts after swinging 
for a strike against the Chi¬ 
cago Cubs during a baseball 
game in Chicago. 

Associated Press 

Jose Castillo, 
LuisValbuena 
die in car 
crash in 
Venezuela 

By FAHOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS* Venezuela (AP) 

— Former major league 
players Luis Valbuena and 
Jose Castillo were killed 
in a car crash caused by 
highway band its who then 
robbed them, officials said 
Friday. 

The 33-year-old Valbuena 
and 37-year-old Castillo 
died late "Thursday when 
their SUV crashed a sit tried 
to veer around an object 
placed in the road, Yar- 
acuy state Gov. J ulio Leon 
Heredia said on his Twitter 
account. 

He said four people have 
been detained afterbeing 
found with property of the 
athletes. 

Valbuena and Castillo 
were teammates on the 
Cardenalesde Lara team 
in the Venezuelan winter 
league and were return¬ 
ing from a game in the 
capital when the crash oc¬ 
curred en route to the city 
of Barquisimeto. 

"Third baseman Carlos 
Rivero was in the car and 
survived, according to the 
website beisbolplay. 

Continued on Rage 21 



Detroit edges Ibronto 5-4 


Detroit Red Wings center Dylan Larkin reacts after scoring in overtime NHLagainstthe loronto Maple leafs in Ibronto onlhursday, 
Dec. 6, 2018. 

Associated Press 
Rage 20 
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Alex Moigan named 
U.& Flayer of the Year 



In this J uly 26, 2018, file photo, U.S. forward Alex Moigan, right; celebrates her hat trick with de- 
fenderTobin Heath (17) and other teammates during the second halfofa Tournament of Nations 
soccer match againstjapan, in KansasCity, Kan. 


CHICAGO (AP) — Alex M o r- 
gan has been named U.S. 
Soccer's Player of the Year 
for a second time after 
leading the national team 
with 18 goals in 19 games 
and helping it earn a spot 
in the World Cup next year 
in France. 

Defender Tiema Davidson, 
who started in her first nine 
national team appear¬ 
ances, was named Young 
Playerof the Year, U.S. Soc- 
cerannounced Friday. The 
19-year-old's college sea¬ 
son at Stanford was cut 
short when she broke her 
ankle in September. 
Morgan scored seven of 
her goals during the CON- 
CACAF World Cup qualify¬ 
ing tournament this fall to 
earn the Golden Boot. The 
U.S. won the tournament 
and earned a spot in the 
World Cup. Morgan also 


has three assists and has 
logged 1,500 minutes this 
year, most of any playeron 
the team. 

Morgan also earned Player 
of the Year honors in 2012, 
when she had 28goalsand 
helped the national team 
win an Olympic title. 

The U.S. women's team, 
ranked No. 1 in the world, 
went undefeated in 2018 
with 19 wins and two ties 
That extended the team's 
overall unbeaten streak to 
28 games, dating to a 1-0 
loss to Australia in the 2017 
Tournament of Nations 
The draw forthe World Cup 
is set for Saturday in Paris 
The United States is the de¬ 
fending champion, having 
won in Canada in 2015. 
Morgan currently sits at 98 
career international goals. 
'To be named captain 
with Megan (Rapinoe) and 


Carli (Uoyd), I felt I was 
challenged to succeed in 
a really positive way and 
was comfortable grow¬ 
ing into this larger role with 
the team," Morgan said 
in a statement. "I'm also 
pleased that I was able to 
improve and evolve in my 
play along the way. There's 
a good energy to the team 
right now and we're all re¬ 
ally looking forward to get¬ 
ting started next year." 

The other nominees for 
women's playerof the year 
included Julie Ertz, Tobin 
Fleath, Lindsey Horan and 
Rapinoe. The voting panel 
includes the national team 
coaches, playerswho have 
made at least one appear¬ 
ance with the team this 
year, members of the U.S. 
Soccer Board of Directors, 
membersofthe media and 
otherselect panelists^ 





In tnisj uly 5,2015, file photo, the United States Women's Nation¬ 
al Team celebrates after they beat J apan in the RFA Women's 
World Cup soccer championship in Vancouver, British Colum¬ 
bia. 

Associated Press 

U.S women to open 
2019 at Fiance, play 


Mexico in 

CHICAGO (AP) — The Unit¬ 
ed States women's soccer 
team will open next year 
with games at World Cup 
host France and Spain and 
finish a 10-game schedule 
leading to the tournament 
with a send-off match 
against Mexico at Harrison, 
New J ersey, on May 26. 

The defending world 
champion Americans play 
France at Le Havre on J an. 
19 and face Spain at Ali¬ 
cante three days later, the 
U.S. Soccer Federation said 
Thursday. 

Japan, whic h beat the U.S. 
in the 2011 World Cup fi¬ 
nal a nd lost the fina I to the 
Americans in 2015, plays 
the U.S. on Feb. 27 at Ches¬ 
ter, Pennsylvania. 

The top-ranked U.S. plays 
England on March 2 at 
Nashville, Tennessee, and 
Brazil three days later at 


send-off 

Tampa, Florida, then meets 
Australia on April 4 at Com¬ 
merce City, Colorado, and 
Belgium three days laterat 
LosAngeles 

The Americans close their 
warmups against South 
Africa on May 12 at Santa 
Clara, California, against 
an opponent to be deter¬ 
mined fourdays laterat St. 
Louisand versusMexico. 
'This schedule checks a lot 
of important boxes in our 
preparation for the World 
Cup. We'll get to experi¬ 
ence a variety of teams 
in regard to their strengths 
and styles of play and al¬ 
most all of the countries will 
be intheirWorid Cup prep¬ 
aration as well," U.S. coach 
J ill Ellis said in a statement. 
The U.S. will leam its group- 
stage World Cup oppo¬ 
nents during Saturday's 
draw at ParisO 
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J azz overcome Gobeits quic k 
ejection, tout Roc kets 11&-91 


By JOHN COON 

Associated ness 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) - No 

Rudy Gobert proved to be 
no problem forthe J azz on 
defense. 

Utah smothered the Hous¬ 
ton Rockets for the bet¬ 
ter part of four quarters 
en route to a 118-91 vic¬ 
tory Thursday night. The 
Jazz pestered and pressed 
Houston into coughing up 
the ball repeatedly, espe¬ 
cially after halftime. The 
Rockets gave up 22 turn¬ 
overs and allowed Utah to 
score 33 points off them. 
Both were season highs for 
a Houston opponent. 

The Jazz played the bulk 
of the game without their 
starting centerafterGobert 
wasejected lessthan three 
minutes into the game. He 
picked up his first foul on 
the opening tip. After pick¬ 
ing up his second at the 
9:13 mark of the first quar¬ 
ter, Gobert was tossed af¬ 
ter swatting a paper cup 
off the scorer's table in frus¬ 
tration. 

Gobert drew a $15,000 fine 
from league officials earlier 
in the week for criticizing 
the officiating crew follow¬ 
ing Utah's 102-100 loss to 
Miami on Sunday. 

His response to the officials 
ended up being more sub¬ 
dued this time around. 

"I just came in to try to play 
basketball," Gobert said. 
"Fouls were called and I 
had a stupid reaction. I 
think I can blame myself 
more than anything forthat 
one." 

Derrick Favors stepped up 
in Gobert's absence. Fa¬ 
vors totaled a season-high 
24 points on 10-of-13 shoot¬ 
ing and 10 rebounds in 26 
minutes off the bench. 
"When Rudy went out, I 
had an opportunity to just 
go out and be aggressive 
and take advantage ofthe 
opportunity that was given 
to me," Favors said. 'That's 
what I did and it pa id off for 
me." 

Joe Ingles added 18 points 
and six rebounds for the 
Jazz. Utah (13-13) won 
for the fourth time in five 
games to climb back to 


.500. 

Everything unraveled for 
Houston starting in the third 
quarter. 

The Jazz opened up the 
second half with a 15-2 
spurt. Joe Ingles and Jae 
Crowder each scored a 
pair of baskets on Utah's 
first four possessions to ig¬ 
nite the decisive run that 
gave the Jazza 68-47 lead. 
Houston committed four 
turnovers in that stretch, 
leading to eight points for 
Utah. 

'They were driving a nd kick- 
ing and being more ac¬ 
tive," Rockets coach Mike 
D'Antoni said. 

'They were more athletic, 
getting to the rim. They just 
beat us in every which way 
they could." 

the Rockets finished with 
eight turnovers in the quar¬ 
ter and gave up more 
points off turnovers (15) 
than they scored (11). Fa¬ 
vors bookended Jazz bas¬ 
kets overthree straight pos¬ 
sessions with a dunk and a 
hook shot to give Utah its 
largest lead at 91-54. 

'They got off to a really 
good start in that third 
quarter," Rockets guard 
James Harden said. 'They 
made shots. We didn't 
make shots We made a 
couple of mental errors on 
defense and they capital¬ 
ized." 

Harden scored 15 points 
while Chris Paul and Clint 
Capela added 12 apiece 
for the Rockets Houston 
(11-13) allowed an oppo¬ 
nent to pull away in the 
second half for a second 
straight game after com¬ 
mitting a season-high 22 
turnovers and giving up a 
season-high 33 points off 
those turnovers. 

Utah adjusted well to Gob¬ 
ert's early absence. The 
J azz ripped off an 11-0 run 
to take a 27-16 lead near 
the end of the first quar¬ 
ter. Favors ignited the spurt 
with a pair of dunks. Dante 
Exum finished it off by slash¬ 
ing to the rim on back-to- 
back possessions for a pair 
of baskets. 

'The game is always go¬ 
ing to throw you adversity," 


Jazz coach Quin Snyder 
said. "It's wrapped in differ¬ 
ent ways. The way that Der¬ 
rick responded wasterrific. 
CELTICS 18, KNICKSIOO 
BOSTON (AP) — Kyrie Irving 
scored 22 points before 
leaving the game in the fi¬ 
nal minutes nursing his right 
shoulder, Al Horford had 19 
points and 12 rebounds, 
and Boston coasted past 
New York. 

Jaylen Brown returned af¬ 
ter missing three games 
with a bruised lower back 
and scored a season- 
high 21 points Jayson Ta¬ 
tum added 17 for Boston, 
which won its fourth stra ight 
game and exacted a bitof 
revenge fora Nov. 21 loss 
to the Knicks 

Tim HandawayJ r. scored 22 
forNew York, which haslost 
four of its last five games. 
Enes Kanter had 14 points 
and 11 rebounds, and 
Noah Vonleh had 12 and 
10 . 

TRAIL BLAZERS 108, SUNS 86 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Da¬ 
mian Lilia nd had 25 points 
and eight assists before 
sitting forthe final quarter 
and Portland snapped a 
three-game losing streak 
with a rout of Phoenix. 

J ake Layman came off the 
bench to score a career- 
high 24 points for the Blaz¬ 
ers, who had lost six of their 
last seven games. 

Portland led by as many as 
31 points 

Troy Daniels had a season- 
high 15 points forthe strug¬ 
gling Suns, who were held 
to nine points in the first 
quarterforthe second con¬ 
secutive game and have 
lost seven straight. Phoenix 
has just four victories this 
season, and just one on the 
road. 

Phoenix missed T.J. Warren 
forthe fourth stra ight game 
because of right ankle 
soreness and Devin Booker 
forthe second game be¬ 
cause of a left hamstring 
strain. Booker is the team's 
top scorer, averaging 23.5 
points, while Warren aver¬ 
ages 17.7.G 



Houston Rockets guard James Harden (13) drives around Ulah 
Jazz center Rudy Gobert; left; during the first ha If of an NBA 
basketball game Thursday Dec. 6, 2018, in Salt lake City. 

Associated Ftess 
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Larkin lifts Red Wings past Maple Leals 5-4 in OT 



Detroit Red V\fings center Dylan Latkin (71) moves pastToronto Maple Leals defenseman Moigan 
Rielly (44) as Maple leafs center Auston Matthews (34) watches during the third period of an NHL 
hockey game Thursday, Dec 6, 2018, in Toronto. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Dyla n La r- 
kin scored on a breakaway 
at 2:48 of overtime a nd the 
Detroit Red Wings beat the 
Toronto Maple Leafs5-4on 
Thursday night after blow¬ 
ing a three-goal lead in the 
third period. 

Larkin beat Garret Sparks 
between the padsto snap 
Toronto's five-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

Gustav Nyquist set up the 
winner, and finished a 
goal and two assists. Mike 
Green had a goal and an 
assist, Jonathan Ericsson 
and Luke Glendening also 
scored, Larkin had an as 
sistand formerMaple Leafs 
goalie Jonathan Bernier 
stopped 27 shots. 

AndreasJ ohnsson and Kas- 
peri Kapanen had a goal 
and an assist each for To¬ 
ronto. John Tavares and 
Zach Hyman also scored, 
and Sparks made 27 saves 
William Nylandersuited up 
forhisfirstgame since com¬ 
ing to terms with Toronto on 
a new six-year, $45 million 
contract over the week¬ 
end. The 22-year-old wing¬ 
er got a mostly warm re¬ 
ception when he stepped 
on the ice for his first shift, 
and started on a line with 
Auston Matthews and Pat¬ 
rick Marleau before getting 
benched midway through 
the third period. 

PENGUINS6, ISLANDERS2 
PITTSBURG H (AP) — Phil Kes- 
sel had two goals and two 
a ssists, a nd Kris Leta ng a Iso 


scored twice in Pittsburgh's 
victory over New York. 
Sidney Crosby had his 15th 
goal and had two assists, 
and Riley Shea ha n scored 
his fourth goal. The Pen- 
guinshave wontwo stra ight 
and five of eight following 
a slump in which they won 
once in 10games 
Jake Guentzel had three 
assists and has a career- 
best six-game points streak 
for Pittsburgh. 

Casey DeSmith made 19 
saves to win for the fifth 
time in six sta rts. 

Anders Lee and Brock Nel¬ 


son scored for the Island¬ 
ers. 

CAPT1AIS4, COYOTES 2 

G LENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — An¬ 
dre Burakovsky scored late 
in the third period, Pheonix 
Copley stopped 27 shots 
and Washington beat Ari¬ 
zona. 

Jakub Vrana scored his 
third goal in two games 
and Matt Niskanen had 
one on his birthday to help 
the Capitals end Arizona's 
four-game winning streak. 
Alex Ovechkin added an 
empty-net goal and be¬ 
came the fastest player in 
NHL history — ninth overall 
— with 5,000 career shots, 
reaching the mark in 1,031 
career games. Marcel Di¬ 
onne wasthe previousfast- 
estat 1,215 games 
Christian Fischer and Law- 
son Crouse scored for Ari¬ 
zona. 

UGH1NING 3, BRUINS 2 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Ma- 
thieu J oseph and Anthony 
Cirelli scored early in the 
third period and Tampa 
Bay beat Boston for its fifth 
consecutive victory. 

After Joseph scored at 
2:40, Cirelli put home a 
short-handed backhand 
1:23 la ter to make it 3-1. 
Boston pulled to 3-2 on Da¬ 
vid Krejci's goal with 1:45 
remaining. 

Brayden Point also scored 
and LouisDomingue made 


33 saves to help the NHL- 
leading Lightning improve 
to 22-7-1. David Pastmak 
also had a goal for Boston, 
and Tuukka Rask stopped 
27 shots 

BLUE JACKETS 4, FLYERS 3, 
OT 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Seth 
Jones scored his second 
goal of the game 10 sec¬ 
onds into overtime to lift 
Columbus past Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Cam Atkinson fed a wide- 
open J ones in the slot mo¬ 
ments into overtime, and 
J onesbeatgoalie Anthony 
Stolarz over his left shoul¬ 
der. Brandon Dubinsky and 
Boone J enner also scored 
for the Blue Jackets, and 
Atkinson extended his ca¬ 
reer-best points streak to 12 
consecutive games. 

Sergei Bobrovsky made 23 
saves to improve to 12-3- 
1 against his former team. 
Travis Sanheim scored 
twice, and Claude Giroux 
had a goal and an assist 
for the Flyers. 

CANADIENS5, SENATORS 2 

OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — 
Paul Byron scored twice 
and Montreal beat Ot¬ 
tawa to sweep the home- 
and home series. 

Jeff Petry, Brendan Gal¬ 
lagher and Andrew Shaw 
also scored, and Carey 
Price stopped 19 shots The 
Canadiens also beat the 


Senators 5-2 on Tuesday 
night in Montreal. 

Mark Stone and Colin 
White scored forthe Sena¬ 
tors, and Craig Anderson 
stopped 38 shots. 

AVALANC HE 5, PANTHERS 2 
SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Carl 
Soderberg scored twice, 
J .T. Compherbroke a third- 
period tie and Colorado 
beat Florida. 

Mikko Rantanenand Gabri¬ 
el Landeskog also scored, 
and Philipp Grubauer 
stopped 33 shots. Aaron 
Ekblad and Colton Scev- 
iour scored fir Florida, and 
Roberto Luongo made 32 
saves in his second game 
backfroma knee injury. 
FLAMES 2, WILDO 
CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 
Mike Smith made 31 saves, 
EliasUndholm scored twice 
and Calgary beat Minne¬ 
sota. 

Smith got his second shut¬ 
out of the season and has 
won his past five games 
Undholm scored his 14th 
and 15th goals of the sea¬ 
son and has 32 points in 29 
games. Hiscareerhigh is 17 
goals, reached with Caro¬ 
lina in 2014-15. 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4, 
BLAC KHAWKS3 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Jona¬ 
than Marchessault and 
Alex Tuch scored 12 sec¬ 
onds a pa rt in the third pe¬ 
riod to send surging Vegas 
past Chicago. 

The Golden Knights won 
for the seventh time in 
eight games and moved 
into a third-place tie with 
San J ose in the Pacific Di¬ 
vision with 33 points. The 
Blackhawks, meanwhile, 
dropped their sixth straight 
and have been outscored 
30-17 during the skid. 

After allowing the Black- 
hawks to score three con¬ 
secutive goals for a 3-2 
lead in the third, the de¬ 
fending Western Confer¬ 
ence champions respond¬ 
ed. Marchessault fired a 
shot past goalie Corey 
Crawford to tie the game, 
and 12 secondslaterit was 
Tuch punching one in to 
put Vegas back in front. 
Reilly Smith and Deryk En- 
gelland also scored for 
the Golden Knights Marc- 
Andre Fleury stopped 32 
shotsQ 


Rames' Ryan 
Lomberg suspended 
fora game by NHL 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — C a Iga ry Fla mesforwa rd Rya n 
Lomberg hasbeen suspended fora game and coach 
Bill Peters fined $10,000 by the NHL fora confrontation 
at the end of a game with the Minnesota Wild. 
Lomberg wentafterMattDumba when the Wild defen¬ 
seman steamrolled Flames center Mikael Backlund in 
the final minute of Calgary's2-0 victory Thursday night. 
Instigating in the final five minutesof the game resulted 
in Lorn berg's automatic suspension and Peters'fine. 

The NHLalso said Friday that Flamescaptain MarkGior- 
dano is to have a hearing forkneeing Wild captain Mik¬ 
ko Koivu in the third period. Giordano was assessed a 
tripping penalty. 
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Henry runs into NH. record book as Titans routj aguais 30-9 



Tennessee Titans tunning back Derrick Henry (22) tuns fora touchdown againstjacksonville 
Jaguars comertoackjalen Ramsey (20) during the second halfofan NFL football game, 
Thursday, Dec. 6,2018, in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


By TERESA M. WALKER 
AP no Football Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Under center at the 1-yand 
line, Titans quarterback 
Marcus Mariota checked 
out of a quarterback 
sneak, and Derrick Henry 
did the rest — as much with 
his arms as his legs. 

The 6-foot-3, 247-pound 
Henry sped and stiff-armed 
his way to a record-tying 
99-yard touchdown run , 
and Tennessee routed the 
Jacksonville Jaguars 30-9 
on Thursday night to stay in 
the playoff chase. 

Henry matched Tony 
Dorsett's 99-yarder on J an. 
3, 1983, for Dallas against 
Minnesota for the longest 
ID run in NFL history. Henry 
ran to his left and went up 
the sideline, stiff-arming 
comerback A.J. Bouye, 
then rookie linebacker 
Leon J acobs twice and fi¬ 
nally shoving linebacker 
Mylesjackto finish off the 
second of hisfourTDs 
'Once I got in the open 
field on that 99-yard run, 
it was going to take all of 
them," Henry said. "I defi¬ 


nitely wasn't going to go 
down easy, so I definitely 
wanted to use my stiff-arm 
to my advantage, and it 
worked." 

The Tita nsta Iked before the 
possession about going 99 
yards, so left tackle Taylor 
Lewan was a bit surprised 


to hear the call fora quar¬ 
terback sneak. 

"I was like, That ain't going 
to get us 99 yards, boys,"' 
Lewan said. "But it was 
checked, so itwascool." 
The 2015 Heisman Trophy 
winner celebrated by strik¬ 
ing the Heisman pose not 
once, but twice. Dorsett 
didn't keep the ball from 
his run, but Henry said he'd 
definitely keep his. 

"He's a legend," Henry 
said of his fellow Heisman 
winner. "It's cool to be in 
that company with Tony 
Dorsett." 

Henry set a franchise re¬ 
cord with 238 yards on 16 
carries, topping the previ¬ 
ous mark of 228 yards set 
by Chris Johnson in 2009 
against, yes, the J aguars. 
Johnson called Henry's 
99-yarder "amazing" and 
congratulated Henry on 
the team record. 

Henry tied Lorenzo White 
and Hall of Fame running 
back Earl Campbell for 
most rushing IDs in a single 
game in franchise history. 
Henry also became the first 
player in the NFL with four 
rushing TDsin a game since 
J onas Gray of the Patriots 
in Week 11 in 2014. 

Titans coach Mike Vrabel 
called Henry's night 'Very 
impressive." 

"He just ran out of guys to 
stiff-arm,"Vrabel said. 

With the rout and second 
win in a row, the Titans (7- 


6) stayed in AFC playoff 
contention with theirfourth 
straight victory over their 
oldest division rivaI. They've 
won six of their last seven 
againstj acksonville. 

The J aguars (4-9) have lost 
eight of their last nine, and 
coach Doug Marrone said 
he was "heavily disappoint¬ 
ed." 

'Obviously, we had a dif¬ 
ficult time on first, second 
and third (downs), and 
sometimes in the fourth 
tackling (Henry)," J aguars 
coach Doug Marrone said. 
"He had, obviously, a ca¬ 
reer nig ht." 

Mariota, wearing black 
tape on the back of his 
right hand, threw for 162 
yards The Titansoutgained 
the Jaguars 426-255, and 
they also had foursacks. 
Jacksonville came in with 
the league's fifth-best scor¬ 
ing defense after shutting 
out Andrew Luck for the 
first time in the NFL. But 
Jacksonville has been sus¬ 
ceptible against the run, 
ranked 16th by giving up 
108.4 yards. Henry nearly 
matched that on his re¬ 
cord-tying run. 

"For the rest of his life, I'll 
be on his highlights," J ag¬ 
uars defensive end Calais 
Campbell said about Hen¬ 
ry- 

The record-tying TD 
capped a huge swing over 
two plays. 

Titans rookie Cameron Bat¬ 


son muffed the punt at the 
Titans 7 before recovering 
atthe 1 and being tackled 
in the end zone fora safety. 
The J aguarstookthe ensu¬ 
ing free kick and drove 
downfield, where they 
picked up a fourth-and-1 
at the Tita ns 5. Then the Ti- 
tans stopped the Jaguars 
on the next four plays, the 
last with rookie linebacker 
Rashaan Eva ns tripping up 
Leonard Foumette. 

On the very next play, 
Henry started toward the 
middle before turning left 
fora TD run where he sim¬ 
ply couldn't be stopped. 
Henry had 129 yards on 
six carries with two IDs by 
halftime to become the 
Titans' first 100-yard rusher 
this sea son. Before his night 
ended, he added TD runs 
of 16and 54yards. 
HENRY'S RUNS 
The Titans running back 
has three TDs of 70 yards 
or more rushing since 2017, 
the most in the NFL Four- 
nette, who has two such 
TDs, is the only other player 
with more than one in that 
span. According to the 
NFL, no player in the Super 
Bowl era had rushed for 
200 or more yards and four 
or more TDs on 20 orfewer 
carries 
INJURIES 

Lewan hurt his left arm or 
shoulder midway through 
the third quarter. When 
he got up, he yelled at 
the J aguars' sideline be¬ 
fore going to the medical 
tent, but he returned. Ti¬ 
ta ns tig ht e nd J o nnu Smith 
hurt a knee on Henry's 99- 
yard TD run. He was down 
on the field fora few min¬ 
utes before being helped 
off the field and straight 
to the locker room. He did 
not return. Receiver Tajae 
Sharpe hurt an ankle, and 
right tackle Jack Conklin 
hurt a knee did not return. 
Jacobs hurt a quadriceps 
muscle and did not return. 
Jaguars defensive tackle 
Marcell Da reus left with an 
illness. 

UP NEXT 

Jaguars: Host Washington 
in Jacksonville's home fi¬ 
nale. 

Titans: Visit Giants on Dec. 
16.Q 


CAR CRASH 

Continued from Ifege 17 

Valbuena, an 11-year 
major league veteran, hit 
.199 with nine homersand 
33 RBIs in 96 games this 
year for the Los Angeles 
Angels, who released him 
on Aug. 7. 

"I will miss Luis' banter, 
smile, genuine love for 
his teammates, and, of 
course, the bat flips," As¬ 
tros manager AJ Hinch 
said in a statement. "He 
was a beloved person 
whether he was on our 
team or a cross the field." 
Valbuena hit .226 with 
114 home runsoverll big 
league seasons with the 
Angels, Seattle, Cleve¬ 
land, the Chicago Cubs 
and Houston. 

"Luis was always smiling 
and was one of the hap¬ 
piest players in baseball," 
Astros general manager 
Jeff Luhnow said in a 
statement. "He provided 
joy to his teammates and 
our fans He helped our 
franchise turn a comer in 
2015 and provided many 
cherished memories" 


Castillo played five sea¬ 
sons with Pittsburgh, San 
Francisco and Houston. 
He had a .254 average 
with 39 home runs. 
Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro said in a 
tweet that "I join in the 
mourning that has over¬ 
whelmed the Venezuelan 
baseball family and all of 
its fa ns" 

Baseball Commission¬ 
er Rob Manfred issued 
a statement calling it 
"a very sad day for our 
sport." "It is clear by all 
the stories today that 
they loved baseball and 
made an impact on 
their teammates and the 
Clubs they represented," 
he said, expressing "my 
deepest condolences to 
their families, friends and 
fans, particularly those in 
their native Venezuela." 
The Venezuelan Profes¬ 
sional Baseball League 
announced that all three 
scheduled games Friday 
were cancelled and it 
said flags will fly at half- 
staff in all stadiums for 
three daysQ 
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Heisman Trophy: Stock soared for 1st-time starting QBs 



Heisman Trophy finalists, from left Dwayne Haskins, from Ohio 
State, Kyler Murray, of Oklahoma, and Tua Tagovailoa, from 
Alabama, pose with the Heisman Trophy at the New Yoik Stock 
Exchange, Friday, Dec. 7, 2018, in NewYoik. 

Associated Press 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
APCollege Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Tua Ta¬ 
govailoa rolled across 
the floor of the New York 
StockExchange on a black 
scooter with a little Ala¬ 
bama sticker on the front, 
his sprained left ankle in a 
gray plastic boot, safely 
propped up as he pushed 
off with his right foot. 

"fhe Crimson "Fide quarter¬ 
back and fellow Heisman 
Trophy finalists Kyler Murray 
of Oklahoma and Dwayne 
Haskins of Ohio State were 
on Wall Street on Friday to 
ring the closing bell on a 
day the Dow Jones Indus¬ 
trial Average closed down 
558 points. 

Stockforthe three first-year 
starters has been soaring 
this season. A year ago 
they were second on their 
team's depth chart. On 
Saturday, one of them will 
win the Heisman Trophy. 
Tagovailoa picked up 
where he left off in the sec¬ 
ond half of la st sea son's na¬ 
tional championship game 
victory against Georgia to 
lead the top-ranked Crim¬ 
son fide back to the play- 
offasa sophomore. 

Haskins, a third-year sopho¬ 
more, stepped in after the 
departure of a four-year 
starter and smashed Ohio 
State and Big Ten passing 
records. 

Murray, a fourth-yearjunior, 
replaced last season's Heis¬ 
man winner and had an 
even better season than 
his predecessor. Murray 
waited the longest to finally 


take over a team, transfer¬ 
ring from Texas A&M after 
a rocky freshman season, 
taking a red shirt year to 
satisfy NCAA transfer rules 
and then backing up Baker 
Mayfield in 2017. 

"I think sitting down and 
watching is kind of impor¬ 
tant," Murray said. "I know 
Dwayne got to sit and 
watch.Tua obviously got to 
sit and watch. I think it just 
helps you with your growth 
and maturing on and off 
the field. I think that's a big 
part." 

For the 16th time in the last 
19 years, a quarterback will 


win college football's most 
coveted individual award 
and that should not be a 
surprise this season. This has 
been the year of the quar¬ 
terback, with FBS records 
for completion percent¬ 
age, yards per pass and 
yards passing pergame all 
within range as bowl sea¬ 
son arrives For the first time 
since 2008, when Oklaho¬ 
ma's Sam Bradford, Texas' 
Colt McCoy and Florida's 
Tim Tebow were the Heis¬ 
man finalists, only quarter¬ 
backs were invited to New 
York for the trophy presen¬ 
tation. 


That season, the Heisman 
finalists combined to pass 
for 9,726 yards and 100 
touchdowns, complet¬ 
ing 70.9 percent of their 
passes at 9.1 yards per at¬ 
tempt. This sea son's finalists, 
each still with at least one 
more game, have passed 
for 11,986 yards and 124 
touchdowns, completing 
69.7 percent of their passes 
at 10.6 yards perattempt. 
There is also a good 
chance that for just the 
second time in the 83-year 
history of the Heisman, the 
top-five vote-getters will 
be quarterbacks, too. West 
Virginia's Will Grier and 
Washington State's Gard¬ 
ner Minshew II were the 
other contenders, but nei¬ 
ther drew enough support 
to earn a trip to New York. 
In 2001, when Nebraska's 
Eric Crouch won the Heis¬ 
man, the top six in the vot¬ 
ing were quarterbacks. 
During a 30-minute inter¬ 
view session with reporters 
at the Stock Exchange, 
Tagovailoa was asked a 
lot about his health. He 
sprained his ankle in the 
Southeastern Conference 
championship game last 
week and said he expects 
to be fine for the playoff, 
when No. 1 Alabama faces 
No. 4 Oklahoma and Mur¬ 
ray in the Orange Bowl on 
Dec. 29. Alabama trainer 
Jeff Allen is traveling with 
Tagovailoa on the awards 
circuit this week. 

"Life throwsproblemsatyou 
sometime and it's how you 
deal with it," Tagovailoa 


said. "| ust trying to get bet¬ 
ter." Murray fielded numer¬ 
ous questions about his fu¬ 
ture in baseball. He was a 
first-round draft pick by the 
Oakland Athletics in June 
and has already signed 
$4.66 million contract. This 
will be his one and only 
season as a college start¬ 
ing quarterback. 

"My future's already kind of 
been decided as of right 
now," Murray said. Asked if 
he could see himself trying 
to play both sports, Murray 
said: "I would love to do be 
able to do both if that was 
possible. I don't know how 
possible that is." 

The question Haskins will 
face iswhetherto return to 
college for another season 
or enter the NFL draft. He 
could be a first-round pick. 
"Afterthe bowl game I'll sit 
down with my family and 
talk about it," Haskins said. 
The sixth-ranked Buckeyes 
face No. 9 Washington in 
the Rose Bowl on J an. 1 in 
what will be coach Urban 
Meyer's last game before 
retirement. 

Tagovailoa spent most of 
the season as the Heis¬ 
man front-runner, but Mur¬ 
ray kept bailing out Okla¬ 
homa's faulty defense and 
gaining ground in the race. 
ItseemsMurray mig ht have 
taken the lead last week¬ 
end, when Tagovailoa 
threw two interceptions 
againstGeorgia and could 
not finish the game. 

"If I win it that's awesome," 
Tagovailoa said. "If not, it's 
notthe end of the world 


German skiercould lose 1st win forgetting extra oxygen 


By GRAHAM DUNBAR 
AP Sports Writer 
ST. MORTIS Switzerland 
(AP) — Days after getting 
his first career World Cup 
win, Stefan Luitz could be 
disqualified for breaking 
skiing's doping rules by us¬ 
ing an oxygen mask. 

The International Ski Feder¬ 
ation sa id Frid a y it is investi- 
gating an incident that oc¬ 
curred last Sunday in Bea¬ 
vercreek, Colorado. 
Racing in the giant slalom 
started at an altitude of 
10,340 feet (3,152 meters) 
and the 26-year-old Ger¬ 



Germany's Stefan Luitz cel¬ 
ebrates after a first place fin¬ 
ish in a Men's World Cup giant 
slalom skiing race Sunday, 
Dec. 2, 2018, in BeaverCieek, 
Colo. 

Assoc iated Ftess 


man won by retaining his 
first-run lead. The victory 
ended runner-up Marcel 
Hirschefsfive-race winning 
streak in the event. 

Hirscher, the Olympic 
champion in giant slalom, 
could yet be awarded his 
60th World Cup race win. 
FIS anti-doping rules state 
oxygen tanks cannot be 
brought to race venues, 
and "competition results 
achieved after the use of 
the equipment shall be au¬ 
tomatically disqualified." 
The World Anti-Doping 
Agency allows "supple¬ 


mental oxygen adminis¬ 
tered by inhalation, but 
not intravenously," though 
notes that sports bodies 
could choose to prohibit it. 
"Athletes must check the 
rules that apply to supple¬ 
mental oxygen use with 
the sporting authorities 
governing the events they 
compete in,"WADA guide¬ 
lines state. 

Germany team director 
Wolfgang Maier acknowl¬ 
edged to the DPA agency 
that the team made a mis¬ 
take but had not cheated. 
Luitz will be eligible to race 


in Saturday's giant sla¬ 
lom in Val d'lsere, France, 
pending the investigation, 
FIS said. 

The incident could poten¬ 
tially add to Luitz's reputa¬ 
tion as an unlucky skier. 

At the 2014 Sochi Olym¬ 
pics, he was poised for 
the second-fastest time 
in the first run of the giant 
slalom. He then hooked a 
ski around the simple final 
gate and fell over the fin¬ 
ish line as the ski flew away 
from his boot. He was dis¬ 
qualified for straddling the 
gate.Q 
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Voider sees missed opportunity in first viewing of Fury draw 



In this Dec. 1,2018, file photo, Tyson Rity, right of Bigland, connects with Deontay Wider during 
a WBC heavyweight championship boxing match in Los Angeles. VUilderis still frustrated by the 
way he fought in his draw with Fury. 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Sports VUHter 
NEW YORK (AP) - Deontay 
Wilder fired his right hand 
out from his body, demon¬ 
strating the way he should 
have punched Tyson Fury. 
He was frustrated with the 
referee. Disappointed in 
Floyd Mayweather J r. An¬ 
gry with Showtime's sc oner. 
Mostly, Wilder was mad at 
himself. 

Five days later, the WBC 
heavyweight champion 
was still bothered by the 
way he fought in his draw 
with Fury on Saturday night 
in LosAngeles. 

"Fury was everything I ex¬ 
pected him to be. It's not 
what Fury did, it's what I 
didn'tdo,"Wildersaid Thurs¬ 
day. 'You seen the best of 
Fury, you didn't see the best 
of me. 

"I wanted to end the show 
with a devastating knock¬ 
out and I got too excited." 
Wilder (40-0-1) watched 
the full fight for the first 
time during a lunch that 
was used to provide foot¬ 
age for an all-access look 
at the fight that will run 
Saturday after Showtime 
airs the replay. He was still 
amazed that Fury got up 
from a powerful combina¬ 


tion that sent him flat on his 
back in the 12th round, but 
believed Fury (27-0-1) ben¬ 
efited from a break from 
referee J ack Reiss. 
"Lookathim! Niiiiine,"Wilder 
said, imitating what he felt 
was a dramatically long 
count from Reiss to allow 
Fury to get up and finish the 
fig ht. 

Still, Wilder believed the 
knockdown, his second 


of the fight, had allowed 
him to clinch the victory. 
He said he didn't regret 
not trying harder to finish 
Fury afterward, because 
he thought the win was se¬ 
cured. 

"If it was close, that knock¬ 
down, I feel like it put me 
on top," Wildersaid. 

Only one of the judges 
agreed, with one scoring 
the bout for Fury and an¬ 


other having it 113-113. 
That was much closerthan 
Showtime scorer Steve Far- 
hood, who gave only one 
of the first eight rounds to 
Wilderon hiscard thatfans 
watching the fight could 
see aftereach round. 
"Someone has got to ex¬ 
plain to me why this is sup- 
posedlya Tyson Fury round," 
promoter Lou DiBella said 
after watching the end of 


one of those early rounds. 
Mayweather was even 
harsher to the champion, 
giving him none of the first 
five roundswhen he was in¬ 
terviewed in the arena be¬ 
tween rounds. Wilder said 
he had no relationship with 
Mayweather but implied 
the retired former cham¬ 
pion was insecure any time 
there wastoo much atten¬ 
tion on another American 
fig hter. 

Wilder agreed it was a 
close, tough fight to score, 
but only because he al¬ 
lowed it to be. Headlin¬ 
ing a pay-per-view for the 
first time on perhaps the 
biggest night in years for 
American heavyweight 
boxing, Wilder wanted to 
deliversomething spectac¬ 
ular and the moment got 
to him. 

"I abandoned the whole 
game plan," Wilder said. 
'That was a mistake on 
my behalf. Like I said, I just 
wa nted to get in there a nd 
just knock him out. I mean 
I wanted to end the show 
in a devastating way. That 
was the whole thing going 
through my mind. I couldn't 
clear it out of my mind for 
some reason. I couldn't.Q 


Mayweather says he will hold 
exhibition with J apanese star 



Floyd Mayweather) r., left; poses with kic kboxerlenshin 
Nasukawa, of Japan, during a news conference at the 
Mayweather Boxing Club in Las Vegas, Thuisday, Dec. 6, 2018. 


By DM DAHLBERG 
AP Boxing Witter 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Floyd 
Mayweather says he and 
Japanese kickboxing star 
Tenshin Nasukawa will 
meet after a II — but only in 
a nine-minute New Year's 
Eve exhibition. 

Mayweather said the 
match in Tokyo would be 
for entertainment purposes 
only, with no judges, no of¬ 
ficial record — and no kick¬ 
ing. 

"I'm in the entertainment 
business. That's what I go 
out there to do," May¬ 
weather said Thursday at 
his Las Vegas gym. "I love 
to do this. I'm working out 
to put on a show for three 
rounds." 

Nasukawa joined May¬ 
weather at his gym to an¬ 
nounce the exhibition, 


which will be boxing only 
and take place atSaitama 
Super Arena in suburban 
Tokyo on Dec. 31. 

It was the second an¬ 
nouncement forthe event, 
which was promoted as 
an actual fight when an¬ 
nounced last month, 
though the rules were un¬ 
clear. Mayweather ap¬ 
peared at a press confer¬ 
ence in Tokyo, where he 
talked a bout the challenge 
of taking on a young kick¬ 
boxing champion. 

A few days later, May- 
weatherissued a statement 
after returning to the U.S. 
that he was "blindsided" by 
J apanese officials and nev¬ 
er intended to have an ac¬ 
tual fight with Nasukawa. 
"First and foremost, I want it 
to be clearthatl, Floyd May¬ 
weather, never agreed to 


an offic ial bout with Tenshin 
Nasukawa," Mayweather 
said, going on to describe 
himself as a retired boxer 
who earned money mak¬ 
ing appearances and put¬ 
ting on exhibitions for what 
he said were large sums of 
money. 

Nobuyuki Sakakibara, the 
head of Rizin Fighting Fed¬ 
eration, which is putting on 
the three-round exhibition, 
told reporters in J a pan last 
month that negotiations 
were ongoing to stage the 
event despite the 41-year- 
old Mayweather's appar¬ 
ent reluctance. He said at 
the time that spectators 
would see more than mere 
"casual sparring" and that 
the 20-year-old Nasukawa 
would have the opportu¬ 
nity to knock Mayweather 
out despite the fight being 


billed asan exhibition. 

"We don't want people to 
think this is some half-heart¬ 
ed playing a round," Sakaki¬ 
bara said. 

And while Mayweather 
talked about providing 
some entertainment in the 
three-round event, Nasu¬ 
kawa sounded a bit more 
serious a bout it. 

"I'm going to use my weap¬ 


ons against him," he said 
through an interpreter. 
Mayweather earlier also 
announced plans to fight 
Manny Pacquiao in De¬ 
cember. That fight never 
went past the talking stage, 
and Mayweather claimed 
once again last month that 
he was retired and has no 
intention of having an ac¬ 
tual fig htagain.Q 
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Google's robotic spinoff launches ride-hailing sen/ice 



This undated photo provided by Way mo shows Hs self-driving minivan. Google's self-driving car 
spinoff is finally ready Id try to piofitfiom its neatly decade-old technology. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAELUED1KE 
APTec hnology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Google's self-driving car 
sp inoff is fina lly rea d y to try 
to profit from its nearly de- 
cade-old technology. 
Waymo is introducing a 
small-scale ride-hailing ser¬ 
vice in the Phoenix area 
that will include a human 
behind the wheel in case 
the robotic vehicles mal¬ 
function. 

The service debuting 
Wednesday marks a signifi¬ 
cant milestone for Waymo, 
a company that began as 
a secretive project within 
Google in 2009. Since then, 
its cars have robotically 
logged more 10 million 
miles on public roads in 25 
cities in California, Arizona, 
Washington, Michigan and 
Georgia while getting into 
only a few accidents — 
mostly fender benders. 

The company is initially op¬ 
erating the new service 
cautiously, underscoring 
the challenges still facing 
its autonomous vehicles as 
they navigate around ve¬ 
hicles with human drivers 
that don't a Iwaysfollow the 
same roles as robots. 

Ihe service, dubbed Way¬ 
mo One, at first will only 
be available to a couple 
hundred riders, all of whom 
had already been partici¬ 
pating in a free pilot pro¬ 
gram that began in April 
2017. It will be confined to 
a roughly 100-square-mile 


area in and around Phoe¬ 
nix, including the neighbor¬ 
ing citiesof Chandler, Tem- 
pe, Mesa, and Gilbert. 
Although Waymo has been 
driving passengers without 
any humans behind the 
wheel in its free pilot pro¬ 
gram, it decided to be less 
daring with the new com¬ 
mercial service. 

"Self-driving technology is 
new to many, so we're pro¬ 
ceeding carefully with the 
comfort and convenience 
of our riders in mind," Way¬ 
mo CEO J ohn Krafcikwrote 
in Wednesday blog post 
heralding the arrival of the 


new service. 

The ride-hailing service is 
la unc hing in the sa me a rea 
where a car using robotic 
technology from ride-hail¬ 
ing service Uber hit and 
killed a pedestrian crossing 
a darkened street in Tem- 
pe, Arizona seven months 
ago. lhat fatal collision at¬ 
tracted worldwide atten¬ 
tion that cast a pall over 
the entire self-driving car 
industry as more people 
began to publicly question 
the safety of the vehicles. 

"I suspect the Uber fatality 
hascaused Waymo to slow 
down its pace a bit" and 


use human safety drivers in 
its ride-hailing service," said 
Navigant Research analyst 
Sam Abuelsamid. "If people 
keep dying, there will be a 
bigger backlash against 
these vehicles" 

The Uberrobotic carhad a 
human safety driver behind 
the wheel, but that wasn't 
enough to prevent its lethal 
accident in March. 
Waymo's self-driving vehi¬ 
cles are still susceptible to 
glitches, as an Associated 
Press reporter experienced 
during a mid-October ride 
in an autonomous mini- 
van alongside Krafcik near 


company's Mountain View, 
California, headquarters. 
The minivan performed 
smoothly, even stopping for 
a jaywalker, before abrupt¬ 
ly pulling to the right side of 
the road. Ahead was a left- 
turning Fed Ex delivery truck. 
In a digital message to the 
two human backup driv¬ 
ers, the van said it "detect¬ 
ed an issue" and it would 
connect to a rider support 
agent. Rider support didn't 
respond due to what the 
company blamed on a 
dead spotin cellularphone 
coverage. The human driv¬ 
ers switched to manual 
mode and returned to 
Waymo headquarters. 

At that time, Krafcik con¬ 
ceded to the AP that Way¬ 
mo's self-driving vehicles 
were still encountering oc¬ 
casional problems nego¬ 
tiating left-hand turns at 
complicated intersections. 

"I think the things that hu¬ 
mans have challenges 
with, we're challenged with 
as well," Krafcik said. 'So 
sometimes unprotected 
lefts are super challenging 
for a human, sometimes 
they're super challenging 
for us" 

Waymo eventually plans 
to open its new ride-hailing 
app to all comers in the 
Phoenix area, although 
it won't say when. It also 
wants to expand its service 
to other cities, but isn't say¬ 
ing where. □ 



G, other heart health features come to Apple Watch 


NEW YORK (AP) — Apple 
Watch is now fulfilling its 
promise to let people take 
EKGs of their heart and no¬ 
tify them of any irregular 
heartbeat. 

Apple announced the 
heart features in Septem¬ 
ber, but didn't make them 
available until Thursday. 
The new features have 
been given clearance by 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration and are for 
U.S. customers only.The 
watch can intermittently 
check the wearer's heart 
rhythm in the background 
and send a notification if 
it detects irregular heart 
rhythm. That can point to 



In this Sept 12, 2018,file photo, Jeff Williams, Apple's chief 
operating officer, speaks a bout the Apple Watch Series 4 at the 
Steve J obs Theater during an eventto announce new Apple 
products in Cupertino, Calif. 

Associated Press 


atrial fibrillation, a condi¬ 
tion that can increase the 
risk of stroke and other 
complications. Apple says 
the watch will notify us¬ 
ers if it detects an irregular 
rhythm on five checks over 
at least 65 minutes. 

When symptoms appear, 
userscan also take an EKG, 
orelectrocardiogram, and 
share that with doctors. 
This feature is available 
for the latest, Series 4 ver¬ 
sion of the watch. The app, 
called ECG, comesaspart 
of a free software update 
forthe watch. 

The irregular heart notifica¬ 
tion is available for older 
models, too, starting with 


the 'Series 1" model in 2016. 
It doesn't work with the 
original, 2015 model. 

Apple is adding medical 
featuresto make the watch 
feel more useful to people. 
A fall detection feature 
launched in September. It 
claimsto be able to tell the 
difference between a trip 
and a faII — and when the 
latter occurs, it will suggest 
calling 911 (orthe equiva¬ 
lent outside the U.S.). If it 
receives no response with¬ 
in a minute, the watch will 
automatically place an 
emergency call and mes¬ 
sage friends and family 
designated as emergency 
contacts.Q 



















BUSINESS!"? 5 


SATURDAY 8 DECEMBER 2018 


Invest in the company or retirement? More owners optic save 



In this Monday, Dec. 3, 2018, photo, Shamila Nduriri, who owns Dalasini, an upscale jewelry 
company, poses in her Minneapolis apartment with some of her jewelry. 

Associated Ftess 


By j OYC E M. ROSENBERG 

Associated ness 

NEW YORK (AP) - In J ohn 

Ho llo wa y's ea rly yea rs a s a n 
entrepreneur, saving for his 
own future wasn't a priority. 
"I invested a lot of money 
into o ne of my first b usiness- 
es and came out break 
even at best. I am kicking 
myself for not setting some 
of that money aside for re¬ 
tirement," says Holloway, 
co-owner of NoExam.com, 
a life insurance brokerage 
based in Roswell, Georgia. 
These days, when his com¬ 
pany's cash flow and prof¬ 
its are strong enough, he 
takes money out of the 
business and invests in a re¬ 
tirement account. 

"I am trying to diversify — 
having all of my eggs in 
one basket is stressful," Hol¬ 
loway says. 

Saving for retirement hasn't 
been a priority for many 
small business owners over 
the years. They've hoped 
to build their businesses, sell 
at a huge profit and have 
a comfortable retirement. 
While they've taken profits 
out for homes and college 
tuition, it was more impor¬ 
tant to reinvest eamings 
into the company rather 
than save for retirement. 
But attitudes about saving 
may be evolving after the 
financial devastation of 
the Great Recession, when 
tens of thousands of busi¬ 
nesses failed. 


In a survey by insurer Na¬ 
tionwide released in Octo¬ 
ber, 53 percent of younger 
business owners — those 
bom in the 1980s and '90s 
— said having a workplace 
savings plan was important 
for their retirement. Fewer 
baby boomers, 39 percent, 
felt it was important. Older 
surveys show how boomers 
favored their companies 
over saving — the Small 
Business Administration said 
in 2006 that only about a 
third of owners had Individ¬ 
ual Retirement Accounts 
and 18 percent had a 


401(k). 

When Ron Lieback started 
his digital marketing busi¬ 
ness, he began setting 
aside 10 percent of hisown 
salary. Pro fits from the com¬ 
pany, ContentMender, are 
reinvested into new tech¬ 
nology, but Lieback wants 
to be personally prepared 
for the what-ifs. 

"Something could crash 
and our business could fail. 
You always have to have 
that in the back of your 
head, so you need that 
nest egg," says Lieback, 
whose company is based 


in Mountain Top, Pennsyl¬ 
vania. To help his company 
be more profitable, and 
therefore help himself save, 
Liebackusesfreelancersfor 
some of ContentMender's 
work. 

Owners who expect com¬ 
panies to fund their retire¬ 
ment are optimistic but 
may be overlooking the 
fact that they and the 
business are vulnerable to 
potential calamities, says 
David O'Brien, a financial 
adviser with Evolution Advi¬ 
sors in Midlothian, Virginia. 
For example, an owner 


who's the company's key 
employee can be sidelined 
by a serious illness, hurting 
the value of the business. 
Or if patents are infringed 
and one e-exclusive prod¬ 
ucts are now sold by com¬ 
petitors, a company's value 
can plunge. 

Moreover, O'Brien says, 
when it's time to sell, buyers 
might not be willing to pay 
whatthe ownerhopesfor. 
'You need to shore up your 
reserves in case you don't 
get the sales price of your 
business that you wa nt," he 
says. 

Many owners couldn't get 
their asking prices during 
the Great Recession and 
its aftermath. Sales of com¬ 
panies plunged and didn't 
recover until 2013; they've 
soared since as owners fi¬ 
nally got the deals they 
wa nted. 

However, many startups 
might not exist if owners 
hadn't plowed every pos¬ 
sible cent into the business. 
'We invested everything we 
made back into the busi¬ 
ness to get it past the tip¬ 
ping point of financial sta¬ 
bility," says David Gafford, 
who owns Fusion Creative, 
a d ig ita I ma rketing firm a nd 
a credit card processor, 
both in Indianapolis. 'Then 
we made the turn from put¬ 
ting everything back into 
the business to focusing 
on our personal and family 
goalsaswell.'O 


Marlboro maker places $2.4 billion bet on marijuana 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — One of 

the world's biggest tobac¬ 


co companiesisdiving into 
the cannabis market with 
a $2.4 billion buy-in. 


Marlboro maker Altria 
Group Inc. is taking a 45 
percent stake in Cronos 
Group, the Canadian 
medical and recreational 
marijuana providersaid Fri¬ 
day. 

Altria will pay another $1.4 
billion for warrants that if 
exercised, would give the 
Altria a 55 percent own¬ 
ership stake in the Toronto 
company. 

That would mean Altria's 
investment would be in the 
same league as the $4 bil¬ 
lion spent earlier this year 
by Constellation Brands to 
acquire shares of Canopy 
Growth Corp., anotherCa- 
nadian pot producer. 

The August investment 


by Constellation, which 
makes Corona and other 
beverages, was the larg¬ 
est to date by a major U.S. 
corporation in the canna¬ 
bis market. 

Whatever hesitation larger 
corporations in the U.S. 
had about entering the 
cannabis market appears 
to be fading if there is a fi¬ 
nancial justification. 

Altria's huge investment 
lit up shares of cannabis 
companies that have be¬ 
gun to set up shop in Can¬ 
ada, where recreational 
use was legalized this year. 
Shares of Cronos Group 
Inc. jumped 31 percent 
and neared an all-time 
high at the opening bell 


Friday. 

Rapid growth in the can¬ 
nabis market is expected 
to continue as legaliza¬ 
tion expands in the U.S. 
and social normschange. 
On Tuesday, ultra-con¬ 
servative Utah became 
the latest state to legalize 
marijuana use for medical 
purposes. 

Consumers are expected 
to spend $57 billion per 
year worldwide on legal 
cannabis by 2027, ac¬ 
cording to Arcview Market 
Research, a cannabis-fo¬ 
cused investment firm. In 
North America, that spend¬ 
ing is expected to grow 
from $9.2 billion in 2017 to 
$47.3 billion in 20270 



In this J uly 17,2015, file photo, store manager Stephanie Hunt 
poses for photos with a pac k of Marlboro c igarettes, an Altiia 
brand, ata Smoker Friendly shop in Pittsburgh. 

Associated ness 
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Blondie 

WHY ARE YOU SETTING THE ] 
ALARM, DEAR? TOMORROW'S 
SUNDAY/ 

'RIGHT/ AND 3A.M. IS 
EXACTLY HALFWAY BETWEEN, 
OUR THANKSGIVING AND 
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SCARFING DOWN A BIG 'OL 
TURKEY SANDWICH/ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Weather forecast 

4 _ crow flies; in a 
straight line 

9_-boiled; like a 

3-minute egg 

13 Prickly seed case 

14 Overindulge, as 
a child 

15 Untainted 

16 “Now _ me 
down to sleep...” 

17 Not likely to 
stumble 

19 _ Rather 

20 Takes on 
employees 

21 Expenses 

22 Shininess 

24 File drawer, 
perhaps 

25 Grapefruit- 
flavored soft drink 

27 Rump _; cuts of 
beef 

30 Go _ a limb 

31 Hold sway 

33 Stylish; trendy 

35 Containing little 
fat 

36 Loses hair 

37 Maitred’s offering 

38 Final bill 

39 Comedian Kovacs 

40 Toils 

41 _ de corps; 
group morale 

43 Break in a kid’s 
school day 

44 Street, to a 
Frenchman 

45 Sri _ 

46 Undress 

49 Publicity _; 

attention-seeking 

act 

51 Waitress at Mel’s 
Diner 

54 Rehearsing 

56 Worry; fret 

57 Pig’s remark 

58 Hope or Jessica 

59 _ over; faint 

60 Clothing 

61 Go into 

62 Peeve 

DOWN 

1 Luau 

entertainment 

2 Reddish apes 

3 Attempt 
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4 Lend a hand to 

5 “I’ve got_that 

jingle jangle 
jingle...” 

6 _ off; left 
suddenly 

7 Rushes 

8 One of Santa’s 
helpers 

9 Parodies 

10 Pitcher’s delights 

11 Guitar ridge 

12 Allen & Danson 

13 eBay offer 

18 Body of water 

20 Brass instrument 

23 Jungle animal 

24 Boxer & basenji 

25 Auctioneer’s cry 

26 Line of people 

27 Carousel or 
Ferris wheel 

28 From that time 
onward 

29 Goes under 

31 _and rave; 
carry on 

32 Inventor 
Whitney 

34 Face, slangily 

36 Soft cheese 

37 Make fun of 
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39 Burst forth 

40 _ away; left 

42 Pierces slightly 
with a pin 

43 Forest officer 

45 Sudden forward 
rush 

46 Catch sight of 

47 The Bee Gees, 
for one 


48 _ out; pealed 

49 CT or MRI 

50 Slight coloring 

52 Onion’s cousin 

53 Wise as an _ 

55 Suffix for project 
or infant 

56 _ mask; 
winter knit face 
protector 
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Christmasturkey, fruitcake rocketing 
toward space station 



L 

I 

I 

\ 


+ 



Hie first stage booster ftom a Falcon 9 rocket experiences 
a control problem during its descent; landing in the Atlantic 
Ocean just east of the launch site instead of a landing zone at 
the Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Cape Canaveral, Ha., 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By MARCIA DUNN 
Associated Press 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Ha. (AP) 

— Christmas turkey rocket¬ 
ed toward the International 
Space Station on Wednes¬ 
day, along with cranberry 
sauce, candied yams and 
the obligatory fruitcake. 

Ihe SpaceX boostermissed 
its landing zone on the 
ground after liftoff, how¬ 
ever, and ended up in the 
sea just a couple of miles 
offshore. 

Groans filled SpaceX Mis¬ 
sion Control in Hawthorne, 
California, as live video 
showed the first-stage 
rocket booster spinning out 
of control, still high above 
Cape Canaveral. It was 
the company's first missed 
ground landing, although 
it has overshot floating 
barges plenty of times in 
the past, a tougherfeat to 
pull off. 

A SpaceX commentator 
called it a "bummer," but 
noted it was secondary to 
the Falcon 9 rocket's main 
mission of getting the Drag¬ 
on capsule to orbit. 

SpaceX chief Elon Musk 
said the booster appeared 
to be undamaged. Ihe 
hydraulic pump for the 
landing fins apparently 
stalled, but the enginessta- 
bilized the approximately 
160-foot-tall booster just in 
time, allowing for"an intact 
landing in water!" Musk 
noted via Twitter. 'Ships en 
route to rescue Falcon," he 
tweeted. 


SpaceX's 12 previous 
ground landings — dating 
back to 2015 — all were 
successful. Altogether, the 
company has recovered 
32 boosters following liftoff 
— 33 once this one istowed 
back, said Hans Koenigs- 
mann, a SpaceX vice presi¬ 
dent. He did not know if it 
could be reused. 
Koenigsmann said the 
booster deliberately avoid¬ 
ed land after sensing a 
problem, a built-in safety 
feature, and even man¬ 
aged to touch down up¬ 
right in the Atlantic, atop its 
landing legs. 

"Public safety was well pro¬ 
tected here," he told re¬ 
porters. 

Ihe disappointment was 
offset by the successful 
flight of the Dragon cap¬ 
sule and its 5,600 pounds 


(2,500 kilograms) of cargo. 
It should reach the space 
station Saturday. 

'What a great day for a 
launch," said Kennedy 
Space Center director Bob 
Cabana. Twenty yearsago 
this week, Cabana com¬ 
manded the shuttle mission 
that carried up the first U.S. 
pa rt of the space station .□ 
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CASA DEL MAR FOR SALE 

week 1 Presidential Unit #1313 
2 Br, 2 Bath, Ocean view, 

Sleeps 6 
$14,900 

E-mail gkoons2gmail.com 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

PLATINUM Season 

213 Ocean front £2 7k 
Oceanside SI6k 
Ocean view Si 5k 
3I3EDRM $26k 
*WK. 51 OV$39k 
*WK 52 OV$46k 
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 

GOLD Season 

213 Ocean front Si 4k 
213 Oceanside $8500 
GV$6k OVS7k 
3BEDRM $12500 

Ma rriott Arub a Oce a n Club 

PLATINUM Season 

2 BedOVS 16k 
2B Ocean front S24k 
ill OV SI0k 

** Destination points $9 per 
point 

La Cabana 1 teach Resort 
Weeks 30-33 Unit322BC 
and Unit 412BC plus more 

GOLD Seaststi 

213 Ocean front S 14k 
2B OV $8k 
I Bed S4k 

1II Ocean front S85G0 
We Need Sellers!!! 

Costa Linda & PI ay a Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 

Wo are the #1 
RESALE 

agent in Aruba! 

Wu also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. Contact us lo BU V, 
SELL or RENT any tiincshane 
properly. 

Contact: 

j itliefSteonc ie rgerealty.com 

888-886-2204 Ext 1H 

Website: 

www-eoiidergerealty,€<im 
Broken Michelle Donaio 

www.tseefrook com 1 gr o*j Ife r ricflMfl a 5 u rf' 
www . fe L’*tnxi k, cci m 1 g f cu ps . 1 Wa r riotiAiU baQ wa ft 1 


527 4000 

Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 

Dr. Wijngaarde Tel. 588 2992 
San Nicolas 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 

San Nicolas 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip. Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 




HEALTH 

Hospital 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 


Avianca 
Aruba Airlines 
Jet Blue 
Surinam 
Venezolana 

CRUISES 


588 0059 
583 8300 
588 2244 

582 7896 

583 7674 



December 8 

Zuiderdam 
Norwegian Dawn 
December 10 
Carnival Miracle 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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New study explains c real on of deadly CalHbmia ‘firenado 1 



This J uly 26,2018 file image taken ftom video released by Cal Hie shows a fire tornado over 
lake Keswick Estates near Redding, Calif. 


REDDING, Calif. (AP) — A 

ra re fine toma do tha t ra ged 
during thissummer'sdeadly 
Carr Fire in Northern Cali¬ 
fornia was created by a 
combination of scorching 
weather, erratic winds and 
an ice-topped cloud that 
towered miles into the at¬ 
mosphere, according to a 
study announced Wednes¬ 
day. 

"fhe churning funnel of 
smoke and flame killed a 
firefighter as it exploded in 
what already was a vast 
and devastating wildfire in 
July on the edge of Red¬ 
ding, about 250 miles (400 
kilometers) north of San 
Francisco. 

"Fhe wildfire claimed eight 
lives and destroyed more 
than 1,000 homes before it 
was contained on Aug. 30. 
"Fhe study in the Geophysi¬ 
cal Research Letters jour¬ 
nal used satellite and ra¬ 
dar data to suggest how 
a monstrous 'firenado" the 
size of three football fields 
developed on J uly 26. 

It said the firenado was 
formed in much the same 
way as a regular tornado, 
which differs from the 'fire 
whirls" that are formed only 
by heat from a wildfire. 

"Fhe only other document¬ 


ed case of such a 'fire¬ 
nado" was during the 2003 
Canberra fires in Australia, 
according to the study. 

A key factor was the de¬ 
velopment of a cloud 
generated by the fire itself 
that was ice-topped and 
grew quickly, doubling in 


length in just 15 minutes. It 
reached as high as 39,000 
feet (7.4 miles or 11.9 kilo¬ 
meters), according to the 
study, which was published 
on Nov. 21. 

"The development of that 
pyrocumulonimbus cloud 
"helped stretch the underly- 


Assoc iated Press 

ing column of air, concen¬ 
trating the rotation near 
the surface" and causing 
tornado-strength winds 

that reached 143 mph, ac¬ 
cording to the study. 

'This paints a clear picture 
of the sequence of events 
leading to the vortex de¬ 


velopment and intensifica¬ 
tion," said Neil Lareau of the 
University of Nevada, Reno, 
who co-authored the pa¬ 
per. 

Other factors included re¬ 
cord high temperatures, 
low humidity and a "near¬ 
surface cyclonic wind 
shear zone," according to 
the study. A wind shea roc- 
curs when the wind speed 
or direction suddenly 
changes, so that the wind 
actually is blowing in two 
opposite directions 
"The wind shear near the 
ground set up the spin that 
developed the fire tornado 
plume, Lareau said. 

'These observations may 
help forecasters and sci¬ 
entists identify - and po¬ 
tentially warn - for future 
destructive fire-generated 
vortices," according to the 
study. 

Lareau is an assistant pro¬ 
fessor in the Physics De¬ 
partment of the College 
of Science. The article was 
co-authored by Nicholas 
Nausler of the Storm Pre¬ 
diction Center in Norman, 
Oklahoma and J ohn Abat- 
zoglou from the Depart¬ 
ment of Geography at the 
University of Idaho in Mos¬ 
cow, Idaho.Q 


What caused ancient mass extinction? Hot ocean water blamed 


By SETH BORENS1EIN 
AP Science VUHter 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Sci¬ 
entists think they've figured 
out the falling dominoes 
that led to Earth's larg¬ 
est mass extinction and 
worry that human-caused 
climate change puts the 
planeton a vaguely similar 
path. 

Some 250 million years 
ago, about 90 percent of 
sea life and 70 percent 
of land life went extinct 
in what is now called the 


Great Dying. Scientists 
have long speculated that 
massive volcanic outbursts 
triggered the cataclys¬ 
mic event, but how that 
worked was still a bit fuzzy. 
It wasn't the lava itself. 

A new study in Thursday's 
journal Science used com¬ 
plex computer simulations 
to plotoutwhathappened 
afterthe volcanoesblew: It 
led to ocean temperatures 
rising by about 20 degrees 
(lldegreesCelsius), which 
then starved the seawater 


of oxygen. That hot oxy¬ 
gen-starved watercaused 
the mass marine die-off, 
especially farther from the 
equator. 

Afterthe volcanoes blew, 
the level of heat-trapping 
carbon dioxide soared to 
a level more than 12 times 
what it is today, said study 
lead authorj ustin Penn, an 
Earth sciences researcher 
at the University of Wash¬ 
ington. 

Waterlosesoxygen when it 
warms, much like a warm 
can of cola goesflat, Penn 
said. Scientists looked at 
dozens of modem species 
to see what happens to 
them in warmer, oxygen- 
starved water and that 
helped them understand 
the past extinction. 

One of the keys in the re¬ 
search isthatmore species 
died off away from the 
equator. That's because 


tropica I species were more 
acclimated to low oxygen 
levels, Penn said. 

While humansaren'twarm- 
ing the Earth anywhere 
close to as much as what 
happened naturally 250 
million yearsago, 'this puts 
ourfuture into the catego¬ 
ry of contenders for true 
catastrophe," said study 
co-author Curtis Deutsch, 
an Earth scientist at the 
University of Washington. 
The ancient die-off "shows 
almost exactly what lies at 
the end of the road we're 
on," Deutsch said. 'We're 
rea lly doing the sa me thing 
to Earth's climate and 
oceans." 

The study calculatesthat if 
heat-trapping carbon di¬ 
oxide emissions continue 
on current levels, by the 
year 2300, the globe will 
experience 35 to 50 per¬ 
cent of the extinction level 


seen in the Great Dying. 
University of Leeds paleon¬ 
tologist Paul Wig nail said 
no current global wann¬ 
ing scenario envisions 20 
degrees of wanning in the 
next few centuries, so it 
could be millennia away. 
However, even an event 
10 percent as bad as the 
Great Dying "would be 
dreadful," said Wig nail, 
who wasn't part of the 
study. 

Other outside scientists 
said the study provides a 
scary glimpse into Earth's 
possible future. 

"Because we are wann¬ 
ing up the Earth at a rap¬ 
id rate, results from this 
study could prove to very 
useful in understanding" 
what happens to life in fu¬ 
ture oceans, University of 
Southern California Earth 
scientist David Bottjersaid 
in an emailO 
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Halt steps down as Oscars host over his past anti-gay tweets 



In this Dec. 11, 2017file photo, Kevin Haitanivesatthe Los Angeles premiere of'] umanji: 
Welcome to the J ungle" in Los Angeles 

Associated ness 


By JAKE COYLE 

Associated ness 

NEW YORK (AP) - J ust two 

days after being named 
host of the Academy 
Awards, Kevin Hart stepped 
down following an outcry 
over past homophobic 
tweets by the comedian. 
Capping a swift and dra¬ 
matic fallout, Hart wrote 
on Twitter just after mid¬ 
night Friday that he was 
withdrawing asOscarshost 
because he didn't want to 
be a distraction. "I sincerely 
apologize to the LG BTC) 
community for my insensi¬ 
tive words from my past," 
wrote Hart. 

Hart, who is in Australia for 
a comedy tour, also tweet¬ 
ed Friday morning: ,r The ul¬ 
timate measure of a man 
is not where he stands in 
moments of comfort and 
convenience, but where 
he stands at times of chal¬ 
lenge and controversy. 
Martin Luther King, J r." 
Earlier Thursday evening, 
the comedian had refused 
to apologize fortweetsthat 
resurfaced after he was 
announced asOscarshost 
on Tuesday. In a video on 
Instag ram, Hart said the 
Academy of Motion Pic¬ 
tures Arts and Sciences 
gave him an ultimatum: 
apologize or "we're going 
to have to move on and 
find another host." 

"I chose to pass on the 
apology," Hart said. 'The 
reason why I passed is be¬ 
cause I've addressed this 


several times" 

The film academy didn't 
respond to messagesfhurs- 
day evening. 

Hart has since deleted 
some of the anti-gay 
tweets, mostly dated from 
2009-2011. But they had 
already been screen-cap¬ 
tured and been shared on¬ 
line. In 2011, he wrote in a 
since-deleted tweet: 'Yo if 
my son comes home & try's 
2 play with my daughters 
doll house I'm going 2 break 
it over his head & say n my 
voice 'stop that's gay.'" 

In an earlier post Thursday, 
Hart wrote on Instag ram 


that critics should "stop be¬ 
ing negative"abouthisear- 
lie r a nti-g a y re ma rks. 

"I'm almost 40 years old. 
If you don't believe that 
people change, grow, 
evolve? I don't know what 
to tell you," said Hart, who 
added, in all-caps: "I love 
everybody." 

Hart's attitudes about ho¬ 
mosexuality were also 
a well-known part of his 
stand-up act. In the 2010 
special 'Seriously Funny," 
he said "one of my biggest 
fears is my son growing up 
and being gay." 

"Keep in mind, I'm not ho¬ 


mophobic, I have nothing 
against gay people, do 
what you want to do, but 
me, being a heterosexual 
male, if I can prevent my 
son from being gay, I will," 
Hart said. 

GLAAD, the advocacy 
group for LG BTC) rights, said 
Thursday that it reached 
out to Oscars broadcast¬ 
er ABC, the Academy of 
Motion Pictures Arts and 
Sciences, and Hart's man¬ 
agement to "discuss Kevin's 
anti-LGBTO rhetoric and re¬ 
cord." 

Comedian and actor Billy 
Eichnersaid "a simple, au¬ 


thentic apology showing 
any bit of understanding or 
remorse would have been 
so simple." 

It's not the first time an Os¬ 
cars host has been de¬ 
railed by anti-gay remarks. 
Ahead of the 2012 Acad¬ 
emy Awards, producer 
BrettRatner, who had been 
paired with host Eddie Mur¬ 
phy, resigned days after 
using a gay slur at a film 
screening. Murphy soon af¬ 
ter exited, a swell. 

That year, a tried-and-true 
Oscars veteran — Billy Crys¬ 
tal—jumped into save the 
show, hosting for his eighth 
time. This time, speculation 
hasalready been rampant 
that few in Hollywood want 
the gig, for which few win 
glowing reviews. 

The film academy moved 
up this year's ceremony to 
Feb. 24, giving producers 
little time to find a replace¬ 
ment. 

At a Hollywood event Thurs¬ 
day night, comedian Kathy 
Griffin, whose career suf¬ 
fered last year when she 
posted a photo on social 
media that looked like 
a beheaded President 
Donald Trump, said Hart 
messed up, yet had empa¬ 
thy for the situation. 

"He wrote that tweet eight 
years ago when gay mar¬ 
riage wasn't even legal yet, 
so we all do things God 
knows in my 23 spec ia Is I've 
said heinously inappropri¬ 
ate things," she said.Q 


After a year lull of teats, Arana Grande c omes out on top 


By MESHN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ariana 
Grande capped off a suc¬ 
cessful year as a pop star 
— buta trying one asa ma¬ 
turing young woman — at 
the 13th annual Billboard 
Women in Music event, 
where she was named 
Woma n of the Yea r. 

The 25-year-old singer was 
teary-eyed at times during 
her acceptance speech 
as she reflected on her 
year, which included the 
end of herrelationship with 
comedian-actor Pete Da¬ 
vidson and the death of 
her former boyfriend, the 


rapper Mac Miller. Last 
year, a bombing at her 
concert in Manchester, 
England killed 22 people. 

"I wa nt to sa y tha 11 find it in- 
teresting that this has been 
one of the best years in my 
careerand like the worst of 
my life," she told the audi¬ 
ence in New York City at 
Pier 36 on Thursday. "I feel 
like a lot of people would 
look at someone in my 
position right now, I guess, 
like Woman of the Year, an 
artist that could be at her 
peak... a nd think, 'She's re- 
a lly got her(stuff) together. 
She's really on it. She's got it 
all.' And I do, but asfaras 


my personal life goes, I re¬ 
ally have no idea what the 
(expletive) I am doing." 

"It's been a very conflict¬ 
ing one," she added. "I just 
want to say if you're some¬ 
one out there who has no 
idea what this next chap¬ 
ter is going to bring, you're 
notalone in that.'Grande's 
successful year includ¬ 
ed another No. 1 album 
with 'Sweetener" as well 
as multiple hits, from "No 
Tears Left to Cry" to 'God 
Isa Woman" to "Breathin." 
She sang 'Thank U, Next" 

— her first No. 1 smash on 
Billboard's Hot 100 chart 

— in front of the audience 



Ariana Grande attends the 13th annual Billboaid Women in 
Music event at Pier 36 on Thursday, Dec. 6, 2018, in New York. 

Associated Press 


including Alicia Keys, Dua honoreeslike Cyndi Lauper 
Lipa, music executivesand and J anelle MonaeO 
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After a long, bumpy journey, 'Mowgli' settles in atNetflix 



By UNDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 
IDS ANGELES (AP) — To 

say Andy Serkis has been 
through the ringer with his 
adaptation of Rudyard 
Kipling's"The J ungle Book" is 
a bitof an understatement. 
It was always going to be 
an ambitious project for a 
first time director — dark, 
intense and more in the 
spirit of Kipling's stories, with 
a big studio (Warner Bros.) 
behind it, a blockbuster 
budget, A-list talent to 
match, from Christian Bale 
to Cate Blanchett, and all 
the high-pressure stakes 
that go along with that. 

But five yearsago when he 
signed up to direct, Serkis 
didn't know that Walt Dis¬ 
ney Studios would soon be 
announcing its own live- 
action Jungle Book, which 
would beat his to theaters 
by over two years and be¬ 
come a nearly billion dol¬ 
lar box-office sensation. 
And no one would have 
guessed that at the 11th- 
hourthissummer, after pro¬ 
motions had already be¬ 
gun, his own studio would 
sell his version to Netflix. 

'This wasn't the easiest ride 


(he's now 14), opposite 
heavyweight actors like 
Bale, who plays Bagheera, 
Blanchett as Kaa, Benedict 
Cumberbatch as Shere 
Khan, Naomie Harris as Ni- 
sha and Serkis himself as 
Baloo. 

"I actually grew up read¬ 
ing Rudyard Kipling short 
stories," Chand said. "I love 
Mowgli. He was almost like 
my hero in a way." 

In orderto see through Ser- 
kis's grand vision, Chand 
had to essentially shoot the 
film twice. First with the "A" 
talent like Bale and Cum¬ 
berbatch, wearing motion 
capture tech on theirfaces 
and arms, and then again 
on location with a different 
set of actors mimicking the 
movements of the jungle 
animals. 

"Rohan was extraordinary," 
Serkis said of his young 
star who he helped guide 
through some intense 
scenes, emotionally and 
physically. "He had to en¬ 
dure real physical pain and 
a lot of technical challeng¬ 
es which he did with great 
ease.'O 


In this Nov. 28, 2018 photo, Andy Serkis, left; and Rohan Chand pose fora portraitatthe Four 
Seasons Hotel in Los Angeles to promote theirfilm "Mowgli: legend of the J ungle," streaming on 
Nextilix on Friday, Dec. 7. 


for anybody," Serkis said on 
a recent afternoon. "It re¬ 
ally did go through a mas¬ 
sively long journey." 

Serkis was even able to 
direct another movie 
("Breathe") and star in at 
leastone ("Warforthe Plan¬ 
et of the Apes") during the 
post production for "Mow- 
qli: Legend of the jun¬ 


gle" which debuts on the 
streaming service Friday. 
The affable Serkis, kind and 
soft-spoken, who made his 
name as a pioneering tal¬ 
ent in motion capture per¬ 
formance in 'The Lord of 
the Rings,"'The Hobbit"and 
'The Planet of the Apes" 
films, is just excited people 
are finally going to get to 


Associated Press 

see his passion project. 

The Callie Kloves-written 
screenplay takes the Mow¬ 
gli myth away from the sun¬ 
ny, toe-tapping Disney ver¬ 
sions, and back to Kipling's 
original vision of the boy 
raised by wolves 
Actor Rohan Chand ("Lone 
Survivor") was brought on 
to lead the film at age 10 
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Mellencamp puts fearless touch on 
American c lassies 


This cover image released by Republic Records shows'Other 
People's Stuff," the latest release byjohn Mellencamp. 

Associated Ftaess 

BySCOTTS1R0UD In his youth John Mellen- 

Associated Press camp was known to be 

John Mellencamp, 'Other cocky.Thatbrashnesscar- 
People's Stuff" (Republic ried him to the big stage, 
Records) where he became a sta¬ 



dium-scale rocker with an 
ad venturous spirit. 

He mostly fell short of the 
stature attained by con¬ 
temporaries named Bruce 
Springsteen and Tom Pet¬ 
ty, but he sometimes took 
biggerrisks. 

Mellencamp's fearlessness 
is well-represented on his 
latest album, 'Other Peo¬ 
ple's Stuff," a collection of 
coversongs, some of them 
American classics, from 
four decades of work. 
There's a version of "Keep 
Your Eyes on the Prize," 
the old civil rights anthem, 
which Mellencamp intro¬ 
duced at a White House 
event in 2010. Mellen¬ 
camp's gentle interpre¬ 
tation may surprise those 
not expecting such soulful 
notes out of a white man 
fro m the hea rtla nd .□ 
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La mar leads Grammy noms, where women make a comeback 



In thisJ uly 7, 2017, file photo, Kendrick Lamar perfomns during the Festival d'ete de Quebec in 
Quebec City, Canada. 

Associated Press 


By MESHN FEKADU 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — The mu¬ 
sic of "Black Panther," with 
Kendrick Lamar in its star¬ 
ring role, officially owns 
the 2019 Grammy Awards, 
where women are heavily 
represented in the major 
four categories following a 
year where their presence 
was barely felt. 

Ihe Recording Academy 
announced Friday that La¬ 
mar is the top contender 
with eight nominations, in¬ 
cluding seven for his musi¬ 
cal companion to the Mar¬ 
vel Studios juggernaut star¬ 
ring Chadwick Boseman 
and Michael B. Jordan. 
"Black Panther: The Album, 
Music From and Inspired By" 
is up for album of the year, 
a category where women 
make up five of the eight 
nominees. Cardi B, Kacey 
Musgraves, Janelle Mo¬ 
na e, FI.E.R. and Bra nd i C a r- 
lile also are up for the top 
prize, along with Drake and 
Post Malone. 

The upcoming Grammys is 
the first where the acad¬ 
emy extended its top four 
categories from five nomi¬ 
nees to eight. 

The "Panther" nomina¬ 
tion would give Lamar a 
chance to win album of 
the year after losing three 
times. His most recently 
loss was in February when 
his critically acclaimed 
"DAMN" fell short to Bar no 
Mars' "24K Magic," though 
Lamar's project would go 
on to win a Pulitzer Prize 
for music two months later, 
making him the first non- 
classical or jazz artist to win 
the prestigious ho nor. 

La mar's Top 10 hit, the SZA- 
assisted "All the Stars," is 
nominated for both record 
and song of the year (a 
songwriter's award). Five 
other songs scored nomi¬ 
nations in both categories, 
including Lady Gaga and 
Bradley Cooper's 'Shallow" 
fro m "A Sta r Is Bom"; C hild ish 
Gambino's'This Is America"; 
Drake's 'God's Plan"; Zfedd, 
Maren Morris and Grey's 
'The Middle"; and Carlile's 
'The Joke." 

Ella Mai's "Boo'd Up" and 
Shawn Mendes' "In My 
Blood" earned song of the 
yea mods, while Post Malo¬ 
ne's "Rockstar" and Cardi 


B's "I Uke It," featuring Bad 
Bunny and J Balvin, round 
out the nominees for re¬ 
cord of the year. 

Following Lamar, Drake — 
the year's most successful 
artist — earned seven nom¬ 
inations Though nominat¬ 
ed for album of the year, 
he was surprisingly shut out 
of best rap album, where 
his rival Pusha T earned a 
nomination. 

Drake's frequent collabo¬ 
rator, producer Boi-lDa, 
earned six nods, asdid Car- 
lile, who also scored nomi¬ 
nations in the American 
Rootscategory. 

Cardi B, Gaga, H.E.R., Mor¬ 
ris, Gambino, producer 
Sounwave and engineer 
Mike Bozzi scored five nom- 
inationseach. 

The nominees for the 2019 
Grammys mark a departure 
from thisyear'sshow, where 
women were underrepre¬ 
sented in the top four cat¬ 
egories Of the eight best 
new artist nominees, six are 
women, including H.E.R., 
Chloe x Halle, Dua Lipa, 
Margo Price, Bebe Rexha 
and J oija Smith. Rock band 
Greta Van Fleet and coun¬ 
try singer Luke Combs also 
earned nominations. 
Recording Academy CEO 
Neil Portnow was criticized 
earlier this year at the 


Grammys when he said 
women need to "step up" 
when asked a bout the lack 
of women in the top cat¬ 
egories, which he later ac¬ 
knowledged was a "poor 
choice of words." It forced 
the academy to launch 
a new task force focused 
on inclusion and diversity; 
Portnow also announced 
he would be leaving the 
academy in 2019. 

"In any given year there 
could be more folks from 
one area orone genderor 
one genre orone ethnicity 
that are making recordings 
and being successful with 
them than in another year. 
So, in many ways we're just 
a reflection of that," Port¬ 
now said in an interview 
with The Associated Press. 
'This year clearly the re were 
many women not only 
making music but making 
great music and making 
music that resonates with 
our peer voters in terms of 
excellence, and so that 
certainly is at the forefront." 
Anothermilestone forwom- 
en is in the non-classical 
producer of the year cat¬ 
egory, where songwriting 
extraordinaire Linda Perry 
earned a nomination. She's 
just the seventh woman 
ever nominated for prize 
a nd first sine e 2004. 


"Unda represents what we 
hope becomes the norm, 
which is the elimination of 
gender bias in producing 
and engineering in our in¬ 
dustry," Portnow said. 

Perry will compete with 
Phamell Williams, Boi-lDa, 
La rry Klein a nd Ka nye West, 
the only nomination he 
earned. 

Taylor Swift, a two-time al¬ 
bum of the year winner, 
a Iso only ea med one nomi¬ 
nation — her "reputation" 
album isup best pop vocal 
album. Justin Timberlake, 
whose "Man of the Woods" 
albums flopped earlier this 
year, picked up a nod for 
"Say Something," hiscollab- 
oration with Chris Staple- 
ton. 

Beyonce and Jay-Z billed 
as The Carters, as well Ari- 
ana Grande, didn't earn 
any of the big nominations. 
The Carters earned two 
nods in the R&B category 
along with best music vid¬ 
eo, while Grande picked 
up two nods in pop. 

Artists who were complete¬ 
ly snubbed include Carrie 
Underwood, Sam Smith, 
Migos, Kane Brown, Nicki 
Minaj, XXXTentacion and 
Juice WRLD, whose "Lucid 
Dreams" was one of the 
year's biggest hits. 

Some acts scored their first 


nominationsever, including 
Florida Georgia Line, whose 
mega hit "Meant to Be" with 
Rexha is up best country 
duo/group performance. 
Camila Cabello, Malone, 
Mendes, Dan + Shay and 
DJ Mustard are also first¬ 
time nominees 
Gaga, who earned acting 
and music Golden Globe 
nominations Thursday, 
picked up four Grammy 
nominations for "Shallow," 
while 'J oanne"isup forbest 
pop solo performance. 
The soundtrack for "A Star 
Is Bom" was released after 
Grammy eligibility, though 
"Shallow" was released in 
time and also earned Coo- 
pertwo nominations. 
Otherfamousfacesoutside 
of music to eam nomina¬ 
tions include Tiffany Had- 
dish and former U.S. presi¬ 
dent Jimmy Carter, both 
up for best spoken word 
album. Dave Chappelle, 
Chris Rock, Fred Armisen, 
Jim Gaffigan and Pat¬ 
ton Oswalt are up for best 
comedy album. 

Mac Miller, who died in Sep¬ 
tember, earned a nomina¬ 
tion forbest rap album with 
"Swimming." Chris Cornell, 
who died last year, isup for 
bestrockperformance with 
"When Bad DoesGood." 
Demi Lovato, who relapsed 
after six years of sobriety 
and was hospitalized foran 
overdose in July, earned 
a nomination for best pop 
duo/group performance 
for "Fall In Une," her duet 
with Christina Aguilera. 
Those who earned four 
nominations are Mus¬ 
graves, Malone, PJ Mor¬ 
ton, Dave Cobb, Ludwig 
Goransson, Noah Shebib 
and SZA, who earned a 
Golden Globe nomination 
alongside Lamarfor"AII the 
Stars" on Thursday. 

Lamar has won 12 Gram¬ 
mys throughout his career. 
Though seven of his eight 
nominations come from 
"Black Panther," he also 
earned a nod forco-writing 
J ay Rock's'Win," up forbest 
rap song. 

The 2019 Grammys will 
hand out awards in its 84 
categories live from the 
StaplesCenterin LosAnge- 
leson Feb. 10, 20190 
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